Council Chambers

City Hall

September 1, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Minutes of the previous Council meeting were approved as presented.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3292 and 3293, allowing claims, which had been reviewed by the Council, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, presented a private club liquor license renewal for Kim Gregory d/b/a Scooters at 217 S. 6th Street for 2009-2010.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to renew the license for Scooters.  The motion carried unanimously.

Janelle Rieger, CCCHS student body director, appeared before the Council with a request to have the downtown homecoming parade the afternoon of September 26, 2009.  The parade will use the same route as past years.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to allow the homecoming parade again this year.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, discussed several options the Council should consider to resolve the Neumayer property at the west end of Blunt Street.  Two options were to vacate a small piece of City owned ground and de-annex it or issue a variance to allow Neumayer to use it for animals.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to send the issue to the Property Committee and bring a recommendation to the next Council meeting.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmember B. Hess and Begnoche voted “nay”.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, gave an Administrative report to the Council.

Committee reports were as follows:

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve a permit for Virgil L. Lloyd Jr. for a shed addition at 1423 Lincoln Avenue.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor gave a report of meetings she has attended and activities coming up.

New Business-Bill L. Callaway, Superintendent of Clay Center Public Utilities, appeared before the Council.  Mr. Callaway wants to purchase power from Western Area Power Administration but would need to cancel a current agreement with Kansas Municipal Energy Agency.  The new agreement would help lower the overall cost of electricity to the Public Utilities customers.  The Public Utilities Commission has been studying this purchase of power from WAPA for several years.  The KMEA agreement is actually a Hydro Power Pooling Contract between KMEA and the City of Clay Center.

Resolution No. 1457, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A TERMINATION AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE HYDRO POWER POOLING CONTRACT (LAO POWER PROJECT), DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 1987, BETWEEN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND THE KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Resolution No. 1457 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

A termination agreement between KMEA and the City was reviewed.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to agree to the termination agreement.  The motion carried unanimously.

A Resolution has been prepared by WAPA along with a lengthy agreement for the City to purchase power from them.  The Contract will be attached to the Resolution agreement and known as Contract No. 09-RMR-2023.
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Resolution No. 1458, to adopt the agreement between Western Area Power Administration and the City of Clay Center was reviewed.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess to adopt Resolution No. 1458, therefore authorizing Mayor Brown to sign the power purchase agreement.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Fox voted “nay”.

A City of Clay Center, County, GT Manufacturing, Inc. agreement for the demolition of the old Swift Building was presented to the Council.  The agreement states what each party’s commitment to the project is and needs to get started within sixty days.  The agreement is basically a memorandum of understanding.  Jerry Mayo, County Commissioner appeared before the Council to voice his appreciation for this partnership to move forward on the project.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve the above mentioned project.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to go into an executive session for twenty minutes to discuss an employee issue with those attending besides the Council would be Mayor, City Attorney and City Clerk.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.  The Council went into an executive session for twenty minutes.

The Council reconvened after twenty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                                      ______________________________

                                                                                                                              Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                              City Clerk    
