Council Chambers

City Hall

October 6, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3296 and 3297, were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

Cathy Haney, representing Clay County Historical Society, appeared before the Council to request funds for the Pioneer Festival they are sponsoring October 17th and 18th at the Fairgrounds.  The Council gave $350.00 last year.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to donate $350.00 again this year to the Pioneer Festival.  The motion carried unanimously.
Elijah Shadle, representing the Republican Valley 4-H, appeared before the Council.  Mr. Shadle and the county 4-H groups would like to have permission from the Council to improve the ball diamond in Reed’s Park.  There is a diamond in the park now but needs some care.  The plan is to haul in dirt to shape it into a better diamond and install new bases.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to allow the 4-H groups to make the improvements as requested.
City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for information/action.

Mr. Mullin announced that the Public Hearing will be at 7:30 p.m., October 20, 2009 to listen to public comments in regard to de-annexing some city property at the west end of Blunt Street.

Mr. Mullin informed the Council that there are some problems with legal descriptions of the property where the GT building sits.  The property belongs to the City but needs a survey and search to see if the City can deed the property to GT.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to allow the City Attorney to hire someone to do a title search and survey the property where the GT building sits.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 2230, entitled “A HOME RULE ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE CITY TO PROVIDE FUNDS TO DEMOLISH AN ABANDONED BUILDING AND CLEAR A SITE TO BE USED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adopt Ordinance No. 2230, as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no councilmember voted “nay”.
Council was given a report from City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty.

Committee reports were as follows:

City Property-Bids were opened at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, October 2, 2009 for the demolition of the GT building.  Five bids were opened and Smith Construction of Scottsville, Kansas was the low bidder at $89,761.00.  BWR engineering firm prepared bid documents, inspected all bids and recommends to the City that the bid from Smith Construction be accepted.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to accept the bid of Smith Construction to demolish the old GT building.  The motion carried unanimously.
Lights, Water and Sewer-WasteWater Superintendent, Kent Hessling, appeared before the Council.  Mr. Hessling would like to make further improvements at the treatment plant to help improve the quality of discharge water.  Phase II was scheduled to be installed next year but Mr. Hessling would like to do it now.  Phase II would be installing another Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) which is used for aeration of the wastewater and reduce nitrates in the discharge water.  The total cost of the upgrade would be $15,161.50.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to install the Phase II VFD as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
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Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve a permit for Raymond J. Orr for a 300 square foot addition to his house at 1714 6th Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Airport-A new airport ground lease has been prepared for approval.  The lease is a renewal for five years with Don Martin.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to renew the farm ground lease with Don Martin for $10,000.00 per year for five years.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Beatty gave an update on the next planned improvement project at the Airport.  The next project would be new runway lighting, new NDB and an environmental assessment required before land is purchased to increase control of airspace.  The estimated cost of the projects is $458,000.00.  The City’s share will be 5%.  The project most likely is to be done in 2011.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to move forward with this airport project.  The motion carried unanimously.
The City’s insurance has paid for repairs from last years hail damage on two buildings.

Crop Production Services are still interested in some lots at the Airport.  One of the steps to prepare the Industrial lots at the Airport is to get water service out there.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to have Ms. Beatty talk to Superintendent of Utilities, Bill Callaway, and get a cost of getting water to the Airport.  The motion carried unanimously.

Emergency Preparedness-Councilmember D. Hess reminded the Council that all people involved with the City needs to get their NIMS 100 and 700 certificates, including the Councilmembers.

Old Business-The agreement presented several meetings ago from KDOT was presented for further review.  Dale E. Hershberger, area engineer, has written a letter to the City explaining the “NO PARKING” locations for the detour area of the viaduct project when built.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to sign the KDOT agreement and attach a copy of Dale Hershberger’s letter to it.  The motion carried unanimously.

No decision has been made when to have a fall clean-up.

New Business-City must find a new auditing firm.  Woods & Durham Chartered has done the audit for years but has chosen not to do any city audits anymore.  Ms. Beatty has prepared a RFP for auditing firms.  Council reviewed the RFP for approval.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve the RFP and mail out to auditing firms.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Brown announced that the 2009 Youth Academy will be held on October 21, 2009.  Mayor Brown would like councilmembers to help.

A League of Kansas Municipalities regional supper will be held in Salina on October 28, 2009.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to go into an executive session for thirty minutes to discuss personnel issues and those attending would be Mayor, City Administrator and City Attorney.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into a thirty minute executive session.

The meeting reconvened after thirty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                            ___________________________________

                                                                                                                     Calvin Wohler                   

                                                                                                                     City Clerk 
