Council Chambers

City Hall

October 20, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers: McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.  

A Public Hearing was held at 7:30 p.m. to listen to public comments about de-annexation and vacating a portion of land at the west end of Blunt Street.  No one appeared before the Council to speak about the de-annexation and vacating of the above mentioned property.  The Public Hearing was closed.

Mayor Brown presented employee service awards to the following employees:


Calvin Wohler
-
20 years


Jan Straub
-
30 years


Duane Hinkle
-
45 years

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3298 and 3299, were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

Bill L. Callaway, Public Utilities Superintendent, appeared before the Council asking that Mayor Brown be allowed to sign an agreement for the City to purchase electric power from Southwest Area Power Administration (SWPA).  This direct purchase agreement from SWPA would decrease the energy cost to the City and therefore help reduce customers’ rates.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to allow Mayor Brown to sign the new purchase agreement with SWPA.  The motion carried unanimously.
John Holzhuter, representing Neighborhood Renaissance Foundation (NRF) appeared before the Council.  NRF is the owner of the property in the northeast part of Clay Center, known as Center Heights.  NRF would like to start a development of some type on the property but are not sure what type.  Mr. Holzhuter presented several ideas to the Council that may be used if the need for them exists in the City.  Council by consensus favors that the City needs more rental properties.  Mr. Holzhuter asked the Councilmembers to give some thought to what type of project is needed and let City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, know.  She can let Mr. Holzhuter know the thinking of the Council.
Eszter Blair, representing the American Legion Riders, appeared before the Council.  The Legion Riders are mostly motorcycle riders that participate in fund raisers.  Ms. Blair explained they are having a Toy Run, November 8, 2009.  This fund raiser will donate toys and/or monies raised to the Lighthouse for Christ to be distributed as they see fit.  Ms. Blair gave a route the vehicles will follow, cars can follow also.  Councilmembers were encouraged to help in any way they can.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for consideration.

Ordinance No. 2231, entitled “AN ORDINANCE DE-ANNEXING, AND REMOVING FROM THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED IN THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION SIX, TOWNSHIP EIGHT SOUTH, RANGE THREE, EAST OF THE 6TH P.M., IN CLAY COUNTY, KANSAS”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2231 as presented.  The motion carried 5-3.  Councilmembers B. Hess, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche and Baker voted “yea” and Councilmembers Porter, Meals and D. Hess voted “nay”.
Resolution No. 1460, was read and considered by sections.  The Resolution is about the City updating the City Map of Traffic Control Devices pursuant to Chapter 14, Section 201 of the City Code Book.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Resolution No. 1460.  The motion carried unanimously.

A Proclamation proclaiming October 23-31, 2009 as Clay Center Red Ribbon Week was presented.  Red Ribbon Week calls on all citizens of Clay Center to show their support for a drug-free City and State by wearing a red ribbon and participating in drug-free activities during the week.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
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A Proclamation was presented proclaiming the week of October 19-23, 2009 as National Business Women’s Week.  The Proclamation is sponsored by the Business and Professional Women/USA and recognizes the 68 million women in the Nation’s workforce.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

The condemned properties at 416 7th Street, 311 Huntress Street, 423 Blunt Street and 812 5th Street were discussed.  No persons have expressed an interest to fix or demolish the properties.  Mr. Mullin recommends that the City pass an Ordinance so the demolition can begin at any time.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to instruct the City Attorney to write an Ordinance so the demolition of the properties can begin.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Council was presented a report from the City Administrator.

Committee reports were as follows:

Streets and Alleys-There are some bad alleys in the downtown area due to the construction projects.  The projects are from burying communication cables.

There was a discussion about having a fall clean-up for yard and garden waste.  The City has done this for many years.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to not have a fall clean-up.  The motion was defeated 6-2.  Councilmembers B. Hess and Fox voted for the motion.

Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to have a fall clean-up beginning November 16, 2009.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers B. Hess and Fox voted “nay”.

City has received a request to install a street light around 1905 9th Street.  Some Councilmembers have inspected the area at night and agree it is a dark area.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to install a street light in the area of 1905 9th Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

There was discussion to remove parking along one side of Court Street from 3rd to D Streets.  There were people in the audience who spoke against removing of any parking in the seven block area.  No action was taken.

City Property-The concrete floor inside the dog pound is sinking.  Ms. Beatty had a structural engineer look at the building and determined it should be closed and not used any more.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to authorize Ms. Beatty to move forward with plans to disassemble the old building to rebuild, find a new location, and cost of getting this done.  The motion carried unanimously.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess to approve the following permits:


Lauren Craig for an 8’ x 18’ addition to garage at 232 Clarke Street.


Kevin Griggs for a 2100 square foot building at 611 Bridge Street.


Scott and Deb Millette for a 300 square foot addition to house at 2260 Eisenhower Drive.

The motion carried unanimously.

Emergency Preparedness-More information on NIMS training was given to Councilmembers.

Police Advisory-Police Chief Bill Robinson informed the Council of some parking problems on Dexter Street just north of the Coop Elevator.  For now the problem has been resolved by the Police Department.  The problem had to do with farm trucks waiting to unload grain at the Elevator.  The Police Department will monitor the area.

Mayor Brown announced that the Youth Academy will be tomorrow, October 21, 2009.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                                             ___________________________

                                                                                                                                      Calvin Wohler, City Clerk
