Council Chambers

City Hall

November 3, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3300 and 3301, were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember Jordan and seconded by Councilmember B. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.
City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read the following “Thank You” from: Clay Center Middle School student, Bailen Brumfield, thanking the City for what he learned while touring the city with the Youth Academy students and from a group of residents on West Court Street thanking the Council for not eliminating any parking.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for review/action.

Ordinance No. 2232, entitled “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS; AMENDING SECTIONS 16-216 AND 16-217 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTIONS AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2125.”, was read and considered by sections.  The Ordinance would change some requirements to operate a day care facility, in a residentially zone area.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Porter to adopt Ordinance No. 2232 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no councilmember voted “nay”.
Ordinance No. 2233, entitled “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS; AMENDING SECTION 9-113 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTIONS AND AMENDING THE 2008 UPDATED CODE BOOK.”, was read and considered by sections.  The Ordinance would add a $5.00 fee to court costs to be put into a Crime Stopper’s account.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2233 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no councilmember voted “nay”.

Resolution No. 1461, was presented for review.  The Resolution provides within the City Code to provide funds for the local Crime Stoppers program by adding a $5.00 fee to Municipal Court costs.  The funds will be segregated.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1461 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

The City has been working with Police Officer Marc Henry, on a Drug Dog Agreement.  Mr. Henry has purchased and received drug dog training and wants to use it for city business.  An “Independent Contractor Agreement” was presented for review.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to change the agreement to read in Part 3, Section B, in part the City will pay up to $2,000.00 for veterinarian bills, per calendar year, in the event the dog is injured while working for the City.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve the Independent Contract Agreement as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.

A Proclamation proclaiming November 15, 2009 as America Recycles Day for Clay Center.  Recycle Day celebrates the community’s success and challenges to participate in recycling.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Council was presented a report from City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty.

Committee reports were as follows:
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Streets and Alleys-Councilmembers revisited the parking issue with West Court Street.  Residents in that area are encouraged not to park cars directly across the street from each other.
The City clean up procedures were discussed for 2010.  The City departments would prefer a Fall total Clean-Up.  This would mean there would be no clean up in the Spring.

Councilmember Steve Fox joined the meeting.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to have a full City Clean-Up in the Fall of 2010.  The motion roll call was a tie vote with Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Jordan and Begnoche voting “nay”.  Mayor Brown voted “yea” to break the tie.  The motion carried.

City Property-The City Dog Pound replacement was discussed.  Council believes a new location needs to be found for the Dog Pound.  More information is needed for funding and how to replace the pound.

Discussion was held in regard to selling four properties that the City has determined as being non-beneficial to the City.  A map was reviewed that showed where the properties are located.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to move forward with the sale of the surplus properties.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Meals voted “nay”.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve a permit for Dale and Merle Hammond for a garage at 301 S. 9th Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Emergency Preparedness-More Councilmembers have completed their NIMS training.

Old Business-A discussion was held about moving forward with a new comprehensive plan for the City.

The issue as to when fireworks could be lit in the City was discussed at length.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to allow the lighting of fireworks to begin on June 27, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and on July 3 and 4 to allow them to be lit from 8:00 a.m. to midnight.  The motion carried.  Councilmembers B. Hess and Meals voted “nay”.  An Ordinance will be presented at the next Council Meeting to change the current code.

Other items discussed were:


Insurance Committee will be having a meeting to discuss health insurance for retired employees.


Mayor has been approached to have a more lenient fowl regulation in the City.  Council disagrees.

Mayor Brown presented Councilmember Begnoche with an eight year service award from the League of Kansas Municipalities.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Baker, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                          ____________________________________

                                                                                                                   Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                   City Clerk     
