Council Meeting

City Hall

November 17, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3302 and 3303, were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember Begnoche and seconded by Councilmember B. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

David Coffman, representing the Clay Center Rotary Club, appeared before the Council.  The Rotary Club would like to begin a fund raiser to build a playground area in Dexter Park.  The playground equipment would be purchased and Rotary members would help put it together.  The estimated cost of the project they want to install is $175,000.00.  They would like approval from the City for space in Dexter Park before they begin their fund raiser.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to allow the Rotary Club to proceed with a fund raiser for the new playground equipment.  The motion carried unanimously.

Joshua Hanson appeared before the Council to voice his interest in saving the condemned building at 812 5th Street.  The building has been through the condemnation process and the next step would be to have the City demolish the building.  Mr. Hanson would like to restore the building if the City would give him the monies we would have in the cost of the demolition.  The amount Mr. Hanson is asking the City for would be $25,000.00 after the building would be completely restored.  Mr. Hanson would like to make the building a coffee shop.  Council will take the information and decide later about what they want to do.

John Kaul, Clay Center Housing Authority director, appeared before the Council to ask the Council for a bond approval.  The Housing Authority is planning a major remodeling of the Apollo Towers building.  The Housing Authority is getting various types of financing.  Total cost estimate of the renovation is $5.2 million.  The Housing Authority will need a bond in the amount of $570,000.00.  This would be an Industrial Revenue Bond or a Construction loan.  Resolution No. 1462 has been prepared by Gilmore and Bell to adopt if the Council decides to.

Resolution No. 1462, entitled “A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO ISSUE HOUSING AUTHORITY REVENUE BONDS OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING A PORTION THE COSTS OF FINANCING THE RENOVATION AND REHABILITATION OF A PUBLIC HOUSING FACILITY WITHIN THE CITY.”, was read and considered by sections.  The type of bond/loan will be worded later when more information is obtained from the bond attorney.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche and seconded by Councilmember Jordan to adopt Resolution No. 1462 as presented with wording subject to change as stated.  The motion carried  5-2-1.  Councilmembers B. Hess and D. Hess voted “nay” and Councilmember Fox abstained.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several Ordinances for approval.

Ordinance No. 2234, entitled “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF DECLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN CITY OWNED PROPERTY, CURRENTLY CLASSIFIED AS ‘PARK PROPERTY’ IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND DISPOSAL OF SUCH UN-NEEDED REAL ESTATE, AS DESIGNATED BY LEGAL DESCRIPTION HEREIN, BY THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2234 as presented.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and Councilmember Meals voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2235, entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN UNSAFE AND DANGEROUS STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 416 7TH STREET, CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, AUTHORIZING THE FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF SUCH REMOVAL BY THE SALE OF SALVAGE FROM SUCH STRUCTURE, IF ANY, AND/OR FROM THE GENERAL FUND OF THE CITY; AND, THE LEVYING OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS AGAINST THE LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND ON WHICH SUCH STRUCTURES ARE LOCATED.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Ordinance No. 2235 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmember voted “nay”.
Ordinance No. 2236, entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN UNSAFE AND DANGEROUS STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 311 HUNTRESS, CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, AUTHORIZING THE FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF SUCH REMOVAL BY THE SALE OF SALVAGE FROM SUCH STRUCTURE, IF ANY, AND/OR FROM THE GENERAL FUND OF THE CITY; AND, THE LEVYING OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS AGAINST THE LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND ON WHICH SUCH STRUCTURES ARE LOCATED.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2236 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmember voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2237, entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN UNSAFE AND DANGEROUS STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 423 BLUNT STREET, CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, AUTHORIZING THE FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF SUCH REMOVAL BY THE SALE OF SALVAGE FROM SUCH STRUCTURE, IF ANY, AND/OR FROM THE GENERAL FUND OF THE CITY; AND, THE LEVYING OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS AGAINST THE LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND ON WHICH SUCH STRUCTURES ARE LOCATED.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Ordinance No. 2237 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmember voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2238, entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN UNSAFE AND DANGEROUS STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 812 5TH STREET, CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, AUTHORIZING THE FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF SUCH REMOVAL BY THE SALE OF SALVAGE FROM SUCH STRUCTURE, IF ANY, AND/OR FROM THE GENERAL FUND OF THE CITY; AND, THE LEVYING OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS AGAINST THE LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND ON WHICH SUCH STRUCTURES ARE LOCATED.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Ordinance No. 2238 as presented.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and Councilmember Begnoche voted “nay”.

Mr. Mullin presented a “General Government Subsidy Policy Statement” for review.  This Policy explains how the Public Utilities Commission will calculate a transfer of funds to the City.  This Policy Statement will be used instead of a franchise agreement.  Superintendent of Public Utilities Bill Callaway, appeared before the Council to further explain the Policy Statement.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve the General Government Subsidy Policy Statement as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

An Administrator’s Report was presented to the Council from Ms. Cheryl Beatty.

Committee reports were as follows:

Cemetery-Cemetery and Park Departments will get two bids for a Grasshopper mower.

Airport-Working on plans for the Industrial Park.  Public Utilities will spend $60,000.00 for water line to Park and Clay County has offered $15,000.00 of Economic Development dollars.
Insurance-Committee met to discuss how to handle health insurance for retired employees.  State Statutes state that a government employee must be offered continued health insurance coverage to retirees with ten or more year’s employment.  The employer will collect the premium from the retired employee until they become eligible for some other health insurance coverage.  Committee needs a better opinion on what is considered a “retired” employee.

The issue of having an unsafe animal shelter building was discussed again.  An Engineer from Kaw Valley Engineering has made a recommendation to the City that a “stick” built shelter be constructed.  This type of building could be built 
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bigger in the future easier than a metal building.  There was also the discussion of dismantling and reassembling of the current shelter building.    

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to dismantle, move and reassemble the animal shelter building and get bids from contractors who can do this.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Fox voted “nay”.
Moved by Councilmember  B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to contact Kaw Valley Engineering for a floor plan that meets KDHE’s approval at a cost of $1,400.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

After more discussion it was moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to rescind the last motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to contract with Kaw Valley Engineering for a foundation plan at a cost of $800.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

During the work session before the Council Meeting a program was presented by the Flint Hills Regional Council.  This group, FHRC, is made up of three counties, Geary, Pottawatomie and Riley.  They want to form a Regional Planning Organization (RPO) and include the counties and cities in Clay, Dickinson, Morris and Wabaunsee.  The RPO would have a three person hired staff and would be active in many endeavors to enhance the economic development of this region.  Funding for operating the RPO would come from membership dues in federal and state grants.  Clay Center’s estimated founding membership dues would be $1,494.00 for 2010 and projected at $2,221.00 for 2011.  This may be higher or lower thereafter.
Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to join and be a founding member of the RPO, as described earlier, at a first year cost of $1,494.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

The City has gone out for bids to hire an auditing firm to audit the City beginning with the 2009 year.  Six firms made proposals to do the City’s audit.  The Ways and Means Committee met twice to review the proposals and are making a motion to approve the firm they recommend, Lowenthal, Webb & Odermann, P.A.
Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to hire Lowenthal, Webb & Odermann, P.A. of Lawrence, Kansas to be hired as city auditors.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Meals voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                          ____________________________________

                                                                                                                   Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                   City Clerk 
