Council Chambers

City Hall

May 4, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess, Rhys Baker, McKenna Porter and Butch Hess present.  Councilmember Steve Fox was absent at the time and a First Ward position is vacant.
The First Ward vacant council seat had been advertised to take applications in City Hall until noon on May 4, 2010.  One application had been received.  Jim Brown has filed an application to fill the First Ward seat and he is at the meeting tonight.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to accept Jim Brown’s application and have Mayor Brown make his appointment later on in the meeting when Steve Fox joins the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of April 2010 were presented.  Expenditures with balance of the budget for the month of April 2010 were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3325 and 3326 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche.  Upon being to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, had two items needing approval.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to approve a 2010-2011 Alcoholic Liquor license for Delores Ouellette d/b/a Donley’s Retail Liquor at 627 W. Crawford Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to approve a 2010 Electrical License for Saint Marys Electric LLC located at Saint Marys, Kansas contingent upon approval of the Electrical Board.  The motion carried unanimously.

Councilmember Steve Fox joined the meeting.

Cathy Hafner, representing Pawnee Mental Health Services, appeared before the Council with a Proclamation she would like the Council to adopt.  The Proclamation proclaims the month of May 2010 as Mental Health Month in Clay Center.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation.  The motion carried unanimously.

The appointment and approval of Jim Brown to the First Ward council seat was discussed again.  City Attorney, Dustin Mullin informed the Council that by City code the City must take applicants for an open seat on the Council for two weeks after an ad has been placed in the local newspaper.  This has not been done.  The City will run another ad in the newspaper and maybe have time before next meeting to interview candidates.

Mr. Mullin presented several items for approval.

Ordinance No. 2249, entitled “AN ORDINANCE, granting to Kansas Gas Service, a Division of ONEOK, Inc., its successors and assigns, a natural gas franchise, prescribing the terms thereof and relating thereto, and repealing all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with the terms hereof.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to adopt Ordinance No. 2249 as presented.  The motion carried 5-2.  Councilmembers D. Hess and B. Hess voted “nay”.

New Airport Fixed Based Operators and Airport Managers agreements have been reviewed.  Both pertain to the airport operations.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve both agreements as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
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Resolution No. 1481, entitled “A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, TO SUBMIT APPLICATION TO SPECIAL APPLICATIONS CENTER FOR DISPOSITION THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, REQUESTING THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT PROVIDE THE NECESSARY PROJECT APPROVAL LETTER PERTAINING TO THE REMODLEING OF APOLLO TOWERS, AUTHORIZING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, TO SEND NECESSARY PROPOSALS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR THE MIXED FINANCE PROGRAM AND CAPITAL FUND PROGRAM TO BE UTILIZED IN THE REMODELING OF APOLLO TOWERS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1481 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
A City Administrator’s report was given to the Council.  There was some discussion about having these reports read out loud at the meetings.

Committee reports were as follows:

Streets and Alleys-Department employees and committee members have looked into the purchase of a plasma cutter.  A plasma cutter is a much more efficient way of cutting steel.  The proposed cutter will be able to cut steel up to one inch thick.  The cost of the machine is $2,599.00.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to purchase a plasma cutter at a cost of $2,599.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

Tim Clark, a resident who lives on 12th Street just east of the high school track facilities, appeared before the Council.  Mr. Clark is complaining about people parking in front of their mailbox and almost blocking the street when there are events at the track facility.  Mayor Brown asked Councilmembers to look into the issue and come back with some type of resolution.

Information was passed out from Campbell and Johnson, Engineers PA with cost estimates for street repairs on Bridge Street and 12th Street plus a paving project for Limestone Road on the west side of the City Airport grounds.  Costs to be reviewed.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to approve a permit for Oran Erickson for a 10’ x 16’ storage shed at 1312 12th Street.  The motion carried unanimously.
Airport-Mike Spicer, Airport Manager, appeared before the Council to explain some of the work he is doing to improve the airport buildings and operations.  Mr. Spicer informed the Council that the County is planning to pave Limestone Road from Highway #24 north 1,500 feet.  The City can participate for $25,000.00 or spend that amount on Airport Industrial Park improvements.  There may be a possibility that the dirt work could be done by students from the Beloit Vo-Tech School.  Council to look into this way of getting this work done.

There will be a bid opening on May 20, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. to accept bids for a new lighting project for the Airport.

Ad Hoc Recycling-County has a new service to get rid of recyclables.  This may lead to more items that can be recycled.

Old Business-The new proposed solid waste fees schedule was reviewed again.  Various methods of raising fees was discussed.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to raise the solid waste fees to $10.00 per resident beginning July 1, 2010.  City Attorney to present an Ordinance at the next Council Meeting to do this.  The motion carried unanimously.

The cost of providing recycle bags was discussed.

Don Cooper, representing Commercial Group, has presented a Resolution for the Council to adopt.  The Resolution would support the Commercial Group to apply for tax credits to help develop apartment buildings in the Center Heights addition to the City.  No action was taken.
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New Business-Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to approve Union State Bank, United Bank and Trust, Citizen’s National Bank and Clay County National Bank as depositories for the City of Clay Center.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to name the Clay Center Dispatch as the official paper for legal notices for the City.  The motion carried 4-3.  Councilmembers Begnoche, Fox and Baker voted “nay”.

Mayor Brown presented a list of Appointments and Re-Appointments for the 2010 – 2011 year or longer as stated.  The following is a list of the appointments and re-appointments.

2010 - 2011

APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS

Calvin Wohler……….……………………………….........................................................City Clerk Ryan & Mullin LLC……………………………….....................................................City Counselor Ryan & Mullin LLC………………………………....................................................City Prosecutor

Susan Carlson……………………………….........................................................Municipal Judge 

Cheryl Blanken………………………………................................................Court Service Officer R. Duane Hinkle………………………………..........................................................City Treasurer Bill Robinson………………………………..............................................................Chief of Police John Ihnen ……….…………………………….................................................................Fire Chief Greg Jensen………………………………....................................................Street Commissioner Otto C. Straub………………………………................................................Parks Superintendent Karen Buckner..……………………………...................................Sexton Greenwood Cemetery Kent Hessling………………………………......................................Wastewater Superintendent                                                                                 Tim Penner………………………………...........................................................City Health Officer

2010 - 2011

Cheryl Beatty……………………………….......................................................City Administrator

2010 - 2012

Bill Callaway………………………………...................................Public Utilities Superintendent

APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS
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3 Year Planning Commission

Preston Rook







Re-appointment


Kurt Haberer







Re-appointment


Dwight Ferguson







Re-appointment


Brad Dieckmann  (Two Year- Unexpired Term of Pat Schwensen)   Appointment

Jesse Spivey  (One Year -Unexpired Term of Dallas Bergstrom)      Appointment



4 Year Library Board

Tom Skinner







Re-appointment                       
Kendra Schurle        


   



Re-appointment

4 Year Local Housing Board

Sherry Edmundson              





      Appointment


Bruce Wingerd







Re-appointment

2 Year Electrical Board


Steve Debenham







Re-appointment


McKenna Porter                                                                                Re-appointment
1 Year Plumbing Board

Melvin Anderson







Re-appointment


Ron Harris








      Appointment


Steve Fox








Re-appointment


Greg  Jensen  (Inspector)





Re-appointment

2 Year Enterprise Zone


Rhys Baker
(Unexpired term of Connie Jordan)


      Appointment
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1 Year Tree Board

Andy Contreras







Re-appointment


--Chamber Director


Sheldon Bergstrom






Re-appointment


--Chamber Beautification Director


   McKenna Porter


  




Re-appointment


--Councilmember

2 Year Tree Board


Shawn Stratton
- 
1st Ward




Re-appointment


Cheri Birkbeck
-
2nd Ward




Re-appointment


Doug Erickson
-
3rd Ward




Re-appointment


Sharon Carlson
-
4th Ward




Re-appointment

4 Year Public Recreation


Wade Bauer                






Re-appointment

3 Year Board of Housing Appeals


O.R. Morlong







Re-appointment

3 Year Public Utilities Commission


Gary Matteson







     Appointment 

Mayor Brown singled out the appointment of Gary Matteson as a replacement for Gary Griffiths to a three year term on the Public Utilities Commission.  Mayor Brown explained her concerns about the future of the Public Utilities Commission and feels it is time to make a change on the Commission.  A discussion followed concerning the change of appointment the Mayor proposes.  Mayor Brown stated she is not backing down on her proposed appointment to the Public Utilities Commission.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Fox to withdraw the Public Utilities Commission appointment at this meeting.  Motion carried 5-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and Baker voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to approve all of the rest of the appointments and re-appointments as presented by Mayor Brown.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Brown asked for nominations for President of the Council for 2010-2011.  Nominated by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, that Steve Fox be named as President of the Council.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember Porter, that nominations cease.  Councilmember Fox was named President of the Council by a 5-1-1 vote.  Councilmember D. Hess voted “nay” and Councilmember Fox abstained.
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Mr. Wohler informed the Council that he will retire as City Clerk in March 2011.

Mayor Brown handed out the Council Committee assignments for the 2010-2011 year.  They were as follows:

2010-2011 COMMITTEES

WAYS AND MEANS------------------------------------------------------- Begnoche, Meals, D. Hess

LAWS AND ORDINANCES---------------------------------------------  Baker, Porter, __________

FIRE DEPARTMENT-----------------------------------------------------  Begnoche, B. Hess, Porter

STREETS AND ALLEYS------------------------------------------------  D.Hess, Begnoche, Fox 

CITY PARKS AND POOL-----------------------------------------------  Porter, Baker, Meals

CITY PROPERTY---------------------------------------------------------  ________, Fox, Baker 

CEMETERY----------------------------------------------------------------  Meals, B. Hess,__________   

LIGHTS, WATER AND SEWER--------------------------------------  Fox, Porter, B. Hess

BUILDING PERMITS----------------------------------------------------   _________, B. Hess, Meals 

AIRPORT-------------------------------------------------------------------    Meals, Porter, D. Hess 

ZONING---------------------------------------------------------------------    Baker, Fox, D. Hess  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS-----------------------------------    Baker, Begnoche, Porter 

INSURANCE--------------------------------------------------------------    Fox, Begnoche, B. Hess

PUBLIC RECREATION ADVISORY--------------------------------   Porter, Baker,___________ 

POLICE ADVISORY----------------------------------------------------    B. Hess, D. Hess, Fox
RECYCLING COMMITTEE----------------------------------------------D. Hess, Meals, Begnoche

*  Subject to change at the discretion of the Mayor.   

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess to go into an Executive Session for five minutes, after a five minute break, for the purpose of land purchase negotiations with Mayor, City Administrator, City Attorney and City Clerk being included.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.
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The meeting reconvened after five minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to go into a one hour Executive Session for the purpose of discussion of non-elected personnel and those included to attend would be Mayor, City Administrator and City Attorney.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into a one hour Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after one hour

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                                    _______________________________

                                                                                                                             Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                             City Clerk 
