Council Chambers

City Hall

March 2, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of February 2010 were presented.  Expenditures with balance of the budget for the month of February 2010 were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos.  3317 and 3318, were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

Mayor Brown asked for a moment of silence for Fire Chief, Jon Siemers.  Chief Siemers died of a heart attacked on February 21, 2010.  Chief Siemers had been Fire Chief since January 1, 2003 and a city employee since October 26, 1987.  Mayor Brown encouraged the Council to view sympathy cards from all over the USA honoring the loss of Chief Siemers.

Rose Mary Saunders, representing Ranson Financial Consultants LLC, appeared before the Council.  Ms. Saunders presented Resolution No. 1476 for the Council to review and adopt.  The Resolution sets forth the sale of $2,795,000.00 in GO bonds.

Resolution No. 1476, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC SALE OF THE CITY’S GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES B, 2010, IN A TOTAL ESTIMATED PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $2,795,000.00; SETTING FORTH THE DETAILS OF SAID PUBLIC SALE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE GIVING OF NOTICE THEREOF.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1476 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, presented an Administrator’s Report to the Council.

Ms. Beatty presented two bids for an audio system for the Council room.  Two audio system companies had visited the Council room to make a proposal for what they thought would work.  The bids were from Tom’s Music House of Concordia for $5,860.00 and Jones Audio of Manhattan for $9,647.00.  Ms. Beatty had called the references listed in the Tom’s Music House proposal and found them very satisfied with the systems they bought.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to accept the bid of Tom’s Music House for $5,860.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-An hour before the meeting started Rick Ensz, P.E., of Cooper Malone McClain, Inc., presented a program about bonds.  Mr. Ensz talked about different types of bonds a City can issue.  Mr. Ensz was thanked for his informative presentation.

Fire Department-Committee will meet soon to begin a process of hiring a new Fire Chief.

Lights, Water and Sewer-The lift station at 2nd and Lincoln Avenue has problems.  The platform inside that holds the lift pumps is rusting out and needs to be replaced soon at a cost of $28,000.00.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to repair the above mentioned lift station.  The motion carried unanimously.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve a building permit for Shane Cullip for an 18’ x 30’ carport at 1016 Lincoln Avenue.  The motion carried unanimously.

Airport-Committee met to review operating lease at the Airport.
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Police Advisory-Animal Control Officer, Amy Taylor, has submitted her resignation.  A discussion was held to hire a combination Animal Control Officer/Code Enforcement Officer.

Mayor’s Report-Clay Counts is having a town hall meeting again this year.  The meeting will be held April 7, 2010 with a meal beginning at 6:15 p.m. at CCCHS.

Old Business-An information only sheet has been presented to Councilmembers regarding Public Utilities Commission operating policies.

There was also a hand out of Public Utilities operations in other cities and state policy for operation of a public utility.
New Business-Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to go into an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel to protect the privacy of an identifiable individual, for the period of twenty minutes, with Councilmembers, Mayor, City Attorney, Public Utilities Commissioners and Public Utilities Superintendent present.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers Jordan and D. Hess voted “nay”.  The meeting went into a twenty minute Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after twenty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to go into an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel to protect the privacy of an identifiable individual, for the period of thirty minutes, with Councilmembers, Mayor, City Attorney, Public Utilities Commissioners and Public Utilities Superintendent present.  The motion carried.  The meeting went into an Executive Session for thirty minutes.

The meeting reconvened after thirty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, that there be a procedure established to notify the media, Mayor, City Administrator, City Clerk, and all Councilmembers whenever a Committee meeting is called.  The motion carried unanimously.

Council asked and received permission for a five minute intermission.  The meeting reconvened after five minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to go into an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel to protect the privacy of an individual, for a period of thirty minutes, with Councilmembers, City Attorney, Mayor and City Administrator present.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into a thirty minute Executive Session.
The meeting reconvened after thirty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                                _________________________________

                                                                                                                         Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                         City Clerk
