Council Chambers

City Hall

June 15, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Jim Brown, Justin Begnoche, Steve Fox, Daton Hess, Rhys Baker, McKenna Porter and Butch Hess present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3331 and 3332, were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried unanimously of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, presented two licenses for approval.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to approve a Fireworks license for Dennis Hagenmaier for a fireworks stand at 839 Bridge Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to approve a CMB license for James R. Herron d/b/a The Blue Herron Patio and Grill at 730 Bridge Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Bill Callaway, Public Utilities Superintendent, appeared before the Council to continue an informative program about Kansas Power Pool and selling electricity to a TransCanada Pipeline pump station east of Clay Center.  During the work session before the Council meeting, Ken Fairchild, Engineer with Olsen and Associates, explained how a new 115 KV power transmission from Westar Energy line will be built into Clay Center.  The line will come into the southeast corner of Clay Center and replace an old service line that comes into the southwest corner of the City.  This line will give Clay Center more power and hopefully connect to a power line to be built coming from the north side of the City.  KPP is making arrangements to fund this new line to the City from rate payers across the Westar service area.

Colin Witley, representing KPP appeared before the Council asking the City Council for a twenty year commitment to purchase power from KPP.  The City is currently in a ten year commitment to purchase power.  KPP is made up of over 42 cities who pool their energy needs to purchase power at a lower rate.  The cost of the new power service lines to Clay Center will be 6.3 million dollars.  This is why KPP wants a twenty year commitment from the City to purchase power from them.  KPP is asking for the Mayor to sign the twenty year agreement after our City Attorney, KPP Attorney and PUC Attorney have approved the contract.  Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to have Mayor Brown sign the twenty year agreement after all the stated Attorneys have reviewed the contract.  Motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.
Joe Hurla, representing 360 Energy, appeared before the Council to give a report of an energy audit he did for several city owned buildings.  Mr. Hurla recommends that the City apply for an energy grant available through the State to update lighting and several other items to help save energy costs for the City.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter to apply for the State energy grant as described by Mr. Hurla.  The motion carried unanimously.

City resident, Dave Desmarais, appeared before the Council to voice his objections to rezoning any property from residential along Bridge Street from 8th to 12th Street.  Girton Propane and Brad and Cathy Girton have made applications for rezoning in this area.  A long discussion followed in regard to how the property may or may not be rezoned.

Mr. Mullin discussed some issues with the new state-wide smoking ban beginning July 1, 2010.

The Clay County Fair Board is asking for an exemption permit again this year to have more than three cattle kept at the fairgrounds.  They have been given this exemption in the past.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to allow the Fair Board to have up to twenty cattle to be kept at the fairgrounds until November 1, 2010.  The motion carried unanimously.
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A motion made at the last meeting was discussed.  The motion was to recommend that Brad and Cathy Girton property be rezoned at 1E but remove the hazardous material from the allowable classification.  It is now recommended to rescind that motion.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to rescind the recommendation motion made at the last meeting in regard to the Brad and Cathy Girton property.  The motion was a 4-4 tie.  Councilmembers Brown, Begnoche, Baker and Porter voted “nay”.  Mayor Brown voted “yea” to make the motion pass.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-Preliminary Budget work for 2011 has begun.

Mayor Brown suggested to the Council that the League of Kansas Municipalities offers a service for cities when they are looking to hire key personnel.  Mayor Brown would like to use the League to help with hiring another City Administrator.  The cost of doing this search would be approximately $5,000.00.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to have a League of Kansas Municipalities representative come to a Council work session or meeting and inform us about this service.  The motion carried unanimously.

Fire Department-All fire trucks have been pump tested and passed.  The Ladder truck did need a hydraulic system repaired.

Streets and Alleys-Committee recommends to the Council that a bond issue is needed to get some much needed street repairs made.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to begin the process of issuing an $880,000.00 General Obligation bond for street repairs.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to go to bid for the street projects to be financed by the bond.  The motion carried unanimously.
A discussion was held about putting a ¼% or ½% sales tax on the November election ballots to raise monies for street repairs.   

Cemetery Department-There have been some issues with the city code not allowing decorations on tombstones at the Cemetery.  There is a concern still about military type markers can be placed by tombstones.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Baker, to have an Ordinance written to allow military type placards or flag holders be allowed.  The motion carried unanimously.   

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to approve a permit for Gerald Gray for a 24’ x 32’ garage at 202 West Lincoln Avenue.  The motion carried unanimously.
Building Inspector, Charles Smith, has inspected a building at 613 5th Street that has a wall failure.  Owners are trying to find someone to repair the wall.
Airports-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, that a contract with BWR engineers be approved to have an environmental assessment be done at the Airport for future land acquisition.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to approve a FAA grant application for funding for the required environmental assessment at the Airport.  The motion carried unanimously.

Insurance-City is willing to offer a vision plan to city employees if at least ten employees sign up.

Old Business-City and County had a joint meeting in regard to GT rubble taken to the county landfill.

Mayor Brown gave a brief informative talk about the Flint Hill Regional Council.  Clay Center has a member on the Board.
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A parking issue on north 12th Street and east Prospect Street was discussed again.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Baker, to prepare an Ordinance to make the north side of Prospect Street and east side of 12th Street in this area posted as “NO PARKING”. 

Councilmember Porter brought up the subject of Gary Matteson’s appointment to the Public Utilities Commission at the May 4, 2010 Council meeting.  A motion was made at that time to not take action until later.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to bring this action up for discussion at this meeting.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and B. Hess voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to reject the Mayor’s appointment of Gary Matteson to the Public Utilities Commission because he withdrew his name for consideration.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and B. Hess voted “nay”.

New Business-Councilmember Begnoche would like city employees be allowed to use city equipment and work overtime in the evening and Saturdays to spray the weed and grass growing in the streets.  This is a project that should be done by July 4, 2010.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to allow any employees who wish to work and be paid overtime to do so  to spray the streets to get rid of weeds and grass.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk
