Council Chambers

City Hall

June 1, 2010

7:30 p.m.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Jim Brown, Justin Begnoche, Steve Fox, Daton Hess, McKenna Porter and Butch Hess present.
Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of May 2009 were presented.  Expenditures with balance of the budget for the month of May 2009 were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3329 and 3330 were presented.  Moved to approve by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, announced that City staff has signed off on a street closing permit for Vern Swanson.  The west half of Frederick Street between 5th and 6th Streets will be closed Thursday evening, July 1, 2010 for an annual 4th of July celebration.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for action.

Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to proclaim the month of June as Business Appreciation Month.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 2252, entitled “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ZONING IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, RE-ZONING CERTAIN PORTIONS OF LOT 34 OR MORGAN’S 2ND DIVISION, TO ZONE 1E, RETAIL OR WHOLESALE SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES, FARM OR HEAVY EQUIPMENT, GASOLINE, TIRES, FERTILIZER OR FLAMMABLE PRODUCTS OR THE REPAIR OF FARM OR HEAVY EQUIPMENT.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to adopt Ordinance No. 2252 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Meals, Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Porter and B. Hess voted “yea” and no Councilmember voted “nay”.

Resolution No. 1485, entitled “A RESOLUTION IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY MORTGAGE AND OTHER CONTRACTS, BORROW NECESSARY FUNDS AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS FOR GRANTS AND/OR SOFT LOANS RELATED TO THE TOLIN TERRACE RENOVATION PROJECT.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1485 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution No. 1486, entitled “A RESOLUTION IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, RE-AFFIRMING THE COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to adopt Resolution No. 1486 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Mullin gave a report from the Planning Commission meeting that was held today at 3:00 p.m.  At issue is the Girton Propane rezoning of property in the 1100 block of Bridge Street and property owned by Brad and Cathy Girton in the 800 block of Bridge Street.  The Planning Commission recommends that the Girton Propane property needs a lower classification, 1C instead of 1E as proposed and the Brad and Cathy Girton’s property not be rezoned at this time.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to accept the Planning Commission report to deny the request for the rezoning of property in application.  The motion carried unanimously.
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There was a lengthy discussion in regard to the zoning classes the City currently uses.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to begin the process to rezone the Brad and Cathy Girton property as 1E but remove the allowing of hazardous material.  The motion carried 6-1.  Councilmember D. Hess voted “nay”.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, read her report to the Council.  Ms. Beatty has resigned from the City and her last day of work will be June 11, 2010.

Committee reports were as follows:

Laws and Ordinance-Will be meeting to discuss an addition to the dog ordinances of the City.  They are also working on a revised employee handbook.

Streets and Alleys-Committee met with SMH Engineers to discuss a street inventory plan.  Greg Jensen, Street Commissioner, appeared before the Council to inform them of many repairs needed to streets, storm sewers and sanitary sewers.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to approve the following permits:


Ray Frigon for a 6’x12’ lean to at 2243 Eisenhower Drive.


Don McManaman for an addition to house at 1616 3rd Street.

Janice Cope for a carport at 925 Dexter Street.

The motion carried unanimously.

Committee announced that Charles A. Smith has been hired as the part-time building inspector.

Airport-Committee presented several items for approval in regard to the airport lighting project.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to approve a FAA grant application for signature.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to approve BWR Engineers as the oversight and inspection of the project.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve a bid of $217,149.71 from Atlas Electric LLC of Wichita, Kansas for the lighting project pending FAA funding.  Five bids were opened on May 20, 2010 and Atlas Electric was the low bid.

Mike Spicer, Airport Manager, reviewed with the Council that the next project for the Airport would be to purchase some surrounding land around the airport runway.

Mr. Spicer went out to bid for an air conditioner for the Airport office.  Two bids were received.  Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to accept a bid from Carlson Heating and Air Conditioning at a cost of $1,564.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Spicer informed the Council that all of the roof repairs have been made on the Airport buildings that had been damaged by several hail storms.

Insurance-Committee met recently with our agent, Robert Heilman, to review two insurance companies for the City’s property and liability insurance.  The City has had an insurance policy with Allied Insurance for a number of years.  Employers Mutual Company has similar insurance for cities but also includes some coverage that Allied does not.  At the meeting, Mr. Heilman made a comparison between the two companies coverage’s.  City can save some money by going to a $5,000.00 deductable instead of the $1,000.00 deductable we have now.  The property and liability policy is renewed on July 1 every year with Allied.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to switch the City’s insurance from Allied to EMC effective July 1, 2010.  The motion carried unanimously.
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Police Advisory- Shawn Frye has been hired as the Animal Control and Nuisance Enforcement Officer.

Old Business-The GT building is almost down.  There was a discussion about the rubble from the demolition that was taken to the county landfill.  It was not clean enough for them to use as rip rap and City will have to pay a tipping fee at the landfill.

New Business-Councilmember Meals asked permission from the Council to pay for Leadership classes that are offered by League of Kansas Municipalities.  The classes usually cost $50.00 to $75.00.  Discussion followed.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess to pay any Councilmembers fees for LKM Leadership classes if they choose to attend.  This offer will end December 31, 2010 and be looked at again.  The motion carried unanimously.

Council discussed with Ms. Beatty that her computer files need to be saved to another source, an external hard drive.  Discussion followed.

Before the Council Meeting during the work session, Doug McKinney, with NCKRPC, appeared before the Council to inform them about what they do.  The City has used NCKRPC several times over the years to administer grant funding.  The most recent was a sewer and rehabilitation of houses in the southeast part of the City.  The County pays a membership fee for everyone in the whole county but the City could pay one of their own of $500.00 per year if they wanted to.  Discussion followed.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to pay the annual fee of $500.00 to NCRPC for the City.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to go into an Executive Session meeting for ten minutes to discuss non elected personnel and those to attend include City Attorney and Mayor with the City Administrator to remain close by to be called in, if needed.  The motion carried 5-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and B. Hess voted “nay”.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after ten minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to go into another Executive Session meeting for five minutes to discuss non elected personnel and those to attend include City Attorney, Mayor and the City Administrator to remain close by to be called in if needed.  The motion carried 5-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and B. Hess voted “nay”.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after five minutes.

Council discussed briefly the sale of Cereal Malt Beverage and/or liquor on Sundays.

Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk      
