Council Chambers

City Hall

July 20, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Jim Brown, Justin Begnoche, Steve Fox, Daton Hess, McKenna Porter and Butch Hess present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3336 and 3337 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess and seconded by Councilmember Porter.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” from the Tigershark Swim Team.  The city’s public recreation fund makes a donation to the swim team every year.

Nathan Eberline representing the League of Kansas Municipalities appeared before the Council.  Mr. Eberline had spoken to the Council during the work session before the Council meeting.  Mr. Eberline continued with his program explaining his ideas in regard to cities need of a city administrator.  A City the size of Clay Center should have an Administrator in Mr. Eberline’s opinion.  Several types of city government were also discussed.  The LKM can be hired to help a City search for a City Administrator.

Chamber of Commerce Director, Andy Contreras, appeared before the Council.  Mr. Contreras gave a report of the past years activities in the Chamber.  The City has been giving the Chamber $2,000.00 a year as a membership.  Mr. Contreras would like the City to continue the $2,000.00 per year membership.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to renew the Chamber membership for another year.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for the City to take action on.

Mr. Mullin gave a Planning Commission report of a public hearing held July 13, 2010 to discuss the rezoning of some property in the eleven hundred block of Bridge and Harriett Streets.  The Planning Commission recommends to the Council that properties at 1128 Harriett, 1110 Harriett and 1137 Bridge Streets be zoned to business 1Ea with a restriction prohibiting the bulk storage of any hazardous materials on the mentioned properties.  After much discussion it was moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to table the rezoning request at this time to investigate if other city codes will be violated.  The motion carried 5-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and B. Hess voted “nay”.

Councilmember Rhys Baker joined the meeting.

Resolution No. 1490, entitled “A RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, THE PROPOSITION OF LEVYING A ONE-HALF PERCENT (.5%) RETAILERS’ SALES TAX, FOR SEVEN YEARS, IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF STREET IMPROVEMENT.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1490 as presented.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers Begnoche and Porter voted “nay”.
A Proclamation proclaiming the city’s recommitment to the full implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act was presented.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt the ADA Proclamation as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-Several items were mentioned:  still working on 2011 budget, raises for 2011 and when the auditors will be here to give the 2009 audit report.  Also to be discussed later in the meeting will be an increase in sewer rates.
Streets and Alleys-There was a meeting with KDOT officials to discuss the replacement of the viaduct on West Highway #24.  Items discussed were lights, dirt, and railing.
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Committee met with SMH Engineering out of Manhattan several weeks ago to discuss the study of certain streets in the City that needs repaired.  SMH fees for ten blocks would be $1,000.00 and a 60 block study would be $2,800.00.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to hire SMH Engineering to do a study on 60 blocks in the City for $2,800.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

Committee has met with Street Commissioner Greg Jensen, to purchase the necessary equipment to have city employees do crack sealing in the City.  The city in the past has hired a Company to do the crack sealing of streets.  Mr. Jensen has received some figures that a crack sealer and equipment to go with it would cost around $60,500.00.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to get at least two bids and purchase the necessary equipment to do our own crack sealing on city streets not to exceed $60,500.00.  The motion carried unanimously.
Moved by Councilmember Fox to having a moratorium on hiring a City Administrator for one year and the money saved to be put into street repairs.  The motion died for lack of a second.
City Parks and Pool-The Committee received two bids for new aluminum bleachers for Campbell Field.  The bids were $12,118.00 and $12, 191.00.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to allow Park Superintendent Otto Straub, to order the bleachers from whichever Company he chooses.  The motion carried unanimously.

Councilmember Porter mentioned she is working with County health Director, Dana Rickley, to apply for a $100,000.00 grant to purchase playground equipment for small children.  Councilmember Porter would like Council approval for her to work with Ms. Rickley on the mentioned grant.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to allow her to work on the $100,000.00 grant as stated.  The motion carried unanimously.

Lights, Water and Sewer-The sewer rates were discussed again.  Committee recommend that the minimum rate for sewer rate be raised from $3.60 to $6.60 and the usage rate be changed from $4.60 per cubic feet of water to $6.60 per 500 cubic feet.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to have the City Attorney draft an ordinance to raise the sewer rates as stated above.  The motion carried unanimously.
Airport-The FAA has recently released the funds for the lighting project at the Airport.

Mr. Wohler gave a brief plan about the process of getting the new bond issued.

Mayor Brown reported she sits on the landfill committee as a representative of the City.  The county landfill committee is looking at becoming a transfer station for trash instead of burying it at the site as currently being done.

Mayor Brown will be meeting with a representative of the Neighborhood Renaissance Foundation on Thursday.  They will be talking about the Center Heights property in the northeast corner of the City.

The GT building demolition is almost completed.

A discussion was held in regard to beginning the search for a replacement of the City Clerk.  Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to begin the process to hire someone to be hired to shadow the City Clerk as soon as reasonably possible.
Council discussed again the issue of rezoning the property that the Planning Commission’s recommendation was made to rezone for Girton Propane.  At issue is allowing trucks loaded with hazardous materials being parked and/or repaired in the newly rezoned area.  Loaded trailers will not be allowed in the area but Girton’s are asking the loaded trailers be allowed in a new building for repairs and maintenance on a temporary basis.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to approve the recommendation of the Planning Commission to rezone the Girton property in question to 1Ea with a restriction prohibiting bulk storage and parking of loaded trailers of hazardous materials in this area and any trailers with hazardous may be repaired or maintained in this area as long as someone is attending to the trailer while being in this area.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers Meals and D. Hess voted “nay”.
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The subject of changing the number of Councilmembers for the City was discussed.  Most concurred the City could operate well with five Councilmembers, a Mayor and Administrator.  To change to this type of governance it must be voted on by the people.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to have the city residents vote in the November 2nd election the choice of having a five person Council beginning with after the April elections of Councilmembers.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Fox voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember d. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                            ___________________________________

                                                                                                                     Calvin Wohler
                                                                                                                     City Clerk
