Council Chambers

City Hall

January 18, 2011

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Jim Brown, Justin Begnoche, Steve Fox, Daton Hess and Butch Hess present.

Copies of the minutes of the two previous meetings were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the two previous Public Utilities Commission meetings were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3360, 3361 and 3362 were presented.  Moved to approve by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a letter of  “Thanks” from city businessman, Jerry Mayo.  Mr. Mayo was thanking Greg Jensen and his street crew and Ned McMahan for the snow removal during the recent storm.

Mayor Brown introduced Dennis Ouellette and Annie Desmarais to the Council.  They have applied for the open seat on the Council vacated by McKenna Porter.  Mayor Brown informed the applicants that ten questions will be asked of them as they appear in front of the Council.  While one is being questioned the other person will be sequestered out of the Council Room.  Before starting with the questions it was moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to remove questions four and six from the ten questions.  Councilmembers Meals, Brown, and D. Hess voted “yea” and Councilmembers Begnoche, Fox and B. Hess voted “nay”.  Mayor Brown voted “nay” to break the tie vote.

Dennis Ouellette appeared before the Council first.  Ten questions were asked by various councilmembers and Mr. Ouellette answered each.  Mr. Ouellette was then sequestered while Annie Desmarais appeared before the Council to be asked and answer the same ten questions.  Mr. Ouellette and Ms. Desmarais were then seated in the audience.
Mayor Brown asked the Council to vote for the person they wanted on the Council.  The vote was as follows:  Meals-Ouellette, Brown-Ouellette, Begnoche-Ouellette, Fox-Desmarais, D. Hess-Ouellette, B. Hess-Ouellette.  Mr. Ouellette was asked to come forward to take the oath of office.  Mr. Wohler gave the oath of office to Mr. Ouellette.  Mr. Ouellette then took a seat at the Council table.
City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, gave a brief report regarding getting rid of dangerous buildings.  Council would like Mr. Mullin to see if nuisance situations could be given for unsafe buildings and have the owner go through the city court system.
Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-Mayor Brown introduced Morgan Sharp to the Council.  Mr. Sharp sells identity theft type of insurance and would like to offer this type of protection for city employees at their expense.  Mr. Sharp appeared before the Council to explain the program.  Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to allow Mr. Sharp to talk to city employees outside of work hours to see if at least five employees would sign up for this protection and have the cost paid through a payroll deduction.  The motion carried unanimously.

There has been discussion about paying police and fire employees’ holiday pay when they work the holiday.  Mayor Brown has met with the Police Chief, Fire Chief, City Clerk and City Clerk in training.  They propose to the Council that a police officer and a fireman be paid their regular pay plus twelve hours holiday pay when they work on the actual holiday.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to pay the holiday pay as presented above.  The motion carried 6-0-1.  Councilmember Ouellette abstained.

Councilmembers were given information about comparisons in franchise fees with other cities.

Mr. Mullin presented Resolution No. 1500 for approval.  The resolution sets new subsidy fees with the city’s water and electric rates to pay for a recently passed bond for street improvements.  Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to adopt Resolution No. 1500 as presented.  The motion carried 6-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.
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Streets and Alleys-Street Shop is in need of a wire welder.  An employee has been bringing his own personal welder to work to use for the City.  This type of welder cost around $2,500.00.

Department is taking bids for a new skid steer lease.

Lights, Water and Sewer-Kent Hessling, WasteWater Superintendent, appeared before the Council to tell them the City has passed the past year’s sludge report.  The report was called “very acceptable” by KDHE.

Airport-Committee met at the Airport to inspect the airport lighting project.  There are several items that need to be taken care of.  Some items will have to wait until warmer weather.

Police Advisory-Police Chief, Bill Robinson, appeared before the Council.  Chief Robinson presented a report to the Council of items the department has purchased and need to purchase.  Major items needed are:


New police car – A Chevy Impala will cost $19,689.95 from KHPPP


New laptop computer


Purchase tires for animal control van

Other items discussed were hiring a part-time police officer to fill in for a full time officer that will be deploying to Africa for a year.  Taking sealed bids on two old police cars.

The purchase of a new police car will come up at next meeting.

Councilmember Begnoche reported to the Council of a Public Hearing for the Public Utilities Commission on February 14, 2011 in City Hall.  The hearing is needed for the PUC to purchase power from Western Area Power Administration.  The hearing is just formality.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                            ___________________________________

                                                                                                                     Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                     City Clerk  
