CLAY CENTER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 15, 2011
The Clay Center City Council met in regular session on February 15, 2011 in the Council Chambers.  Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  City Council members in attendance were Jim Brown, Justin Begnoche, Steve Fox, Daton Hess, Rhys Baker and Dennis Ouellette.  Also present were City Attorney Dustin Mullin and City Clerk Kerry Benson.  Sterling Meals was absent and Butch Hess arrived at 7:50.
The minutes of the February 3, 2011 council meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes from the January 31, 2011 Public Utilities Commission meeting and Public Utilities Commission Appropriations No. 2073 and No. 2074 were presented for review.
The expenditures with balance of the budget for the month of January were presented for review.

A motion was made by Councilor D. Hess and seconded by Councilor Brown to approve Appropriation Ordinances 3365 and 3366.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker and Ouellette.  Nays: None.  

Correspondence included a note of thanks to Mayor Brown from the Clay Center FFA for her time in judging the job interview contest and a note of thanks from the Girl Scouts for the work the city crews do in maintaining the cabin, especially during the winter months with the snow removal.  Also included was a note from someone anonymous that included a donation of one hundred dollars for umpire services they were paid for in the past but were unable to perform those duties because of any injury.  They wanted to make it right with the city. 
Sherry Davis representing Healthy Eco Systems, a Healthy Communities Program was present to explain a federally funded program that identifies and marks storm drains so that people are aware that they are not for waste.  They are looking for groups such as the Scouts or FFA that would be willing to paint no dumping signs on the drains in order to protect the water that drains into the river and/or lake.  Councilor Fox indicated that the Scouts are interested in the project.  Councilor Brown asked Ms. Davis whose responsibility it would be to repaint them when needed.  She thought that the Water Shed Group would probably be willing to help fund that project when the time came.  A motion was made by Councilor Fox seconded by Councilor Begnoche to proceed with program as presented.  Roll call vote: Yeas:  Begnoche, Fox, Baker and Ouellette.  Nays: Brown and D. Hess.  

Ron and Lisa Harris appeared before the Council to discuss their property located at 615 5th Street.  They indicated that they have a potential buyer for the property.  The buyer however, will not be able to do anything until after May 15 due to their current workload.  City Attorney Dustin Mullin said that he knows the potential buyers and they are an established and reputable business.  The Council was willing to allow another three months before anything is done to the building to allow time for the sale to the prospective buyers.  Mayor Brown asked Ron and Lisa to keep the Governing Body informed during the next three months of any new information that may arise regarding the property. 
A motion was made by Councilor Brown seconded by Councilor D. Hess to approve Resolution No. 1503 which is an amendment to Resolution No. 1501 regarding the General Government Subsidy Policy Statement with the Public Utility Commission.  This resolution includes the time period beginning January 1, 2010, to increase over the next five (5) years to an annual payment equal to $300,000.00.  It also sets the calculation for the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 at .0039 per CF for water and .00337 per KWH.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker and Ouellette.  Nays: B. Hess. 

Committee Reports as follows:

Ways and Means:  Councilor Begnoche reported that there will be a meeting on Tuesday, February 22, 2011 for the Annual Tax Abatement Hearings.  Representatives from Hutchinson-Mayrath will be present to request renewal of their tax abatement status.  Mr. Begnoche also indicated that a meeting needs to be set up to discuss the proposed employee pay plan.

Laws and Ordinances:  Councilor Baker gave a review of their recent meeting held on February 15, 2011.  City Attorney Mullin has suggested that the Council consider adopting a policy regarding criminal, credit and educational background checks.  A motion was made by Councilor Baker seconded by Councilor B. Hess to direct the city attorney to start working on a policy regarding background checks.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Ouellette and B. Hess.  Nays: None

The electric and plumbing licenses fees were discussed, specifically late fees.  Currently there is only a $10.00 late fee.  The thought is to increase this fee based on a graduated scale.  These fees will be reviewed by the Plumbing and Electrical Boards and a recommendation will be brought back to the Council for consideration.

Fire Department:  Councilor Begnoche reported that Fire Chief Ihnen would like to purchase the paging system that they are currently testing provided by eDispatches.  A motion was made by Councilor Begnoche seconded by Councilor B. Hess to approve the purchase of the paging system from eDispatches in the amount of $1,150.00.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Ouellette and B. Hess.  Nays: None.

Streets and Alleys:  Daton Hess reported on the following:  1. The Court Street Bridge is scheduled to be fixed this fall in anticipation of that street being used as the detour route when the Viaduct is being repaired in 2012.  The State of Kansas will be making the required repairs to make the bridge compliant for heavy traffic while being used as a detour. 
A one day Chip/Seal Seminar will be held in Kansas City in March at a cost of $35 per person.  Greg Jensen is requesting that two employees from his department be allowed to attend.  A motion was made by Councilor D. Hess seconded by Councilor Brown to approve two employees attendance at the seminar at a cost of $35 per person.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Ouellette and B. Hess.  Nays: None. 

A check was received from TransCanada Keystone Pipeline Company in the amount of $6,537.00 for street repairs.  The street was heavily used by their trucks as they were constructing the pipeline.  These monies will be earmarked specifically for the repairs of the street located at Grant Street from 3rd to 4th Street.

Councilor Hess reported that 154 loads of snow from the downtown area were recently hauled off.

City Parks and Pool:  Otto Straub is requesting to purchase a mower for the Park Department.  Two quotes were received, one from Bruna Implement in the amount of $6,500 and one from Kan-Equip in the amount of $8,280.  Funds for this mower were encumbered from last year.  A motion was made by Councilor Baker seconded by Councilor D. Hess to purchase a mower from Bruna Implement in the amount of $6,500 with trade-in.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Ouellette and B. Hess.  Nays: None. 

Mayor Brown received a request for the use of tables, chairs and benches for a charity dental clinic.  There being no opposition from the Council, she will let them know that they will be available for use for their clinic.

City Property:  Mayor Brown reported that the Parks Committee had been addressing the bee problems at one of the historical building in the park.  The Mayor would like this issue to be addressed in the future by the City Property Committee.

Lights, Water and Sewer:  Councilor Fox indicated that a meeting needs to be scheduled for this committee.

Building Permits:  Councilor Brown reported that there are two new building permits approved.  One is for Farmway Coop located at 625 W Court for a 8,000 square foot building and the other is for Kent Lips for a 12,880 square foot building located at 439 W Court.

Airport:  A radio was recently purchased as approved at the February 3, 2010 Council meeting in the amount of $1,000 by Mr. Spicer for the airport.
Insurance:  Councilor Fox reported that a meeting needs to be scheduled to review the insurance renewal.

Police Advisory:  Chief Robinson reported that this committee will be meeting directly after the Council meeting to discuss the need for an animal control vehicle as the transmission recently went out in the van that is currently being used.  

Chief Robinson also gave a brief overview of a program that will be presented at the High School called Every 15 Minutes.  This program is designed to instill teenagers with the potentially dangerous consequences of drinking alcohol while driving.  There will be an informational meeting on March 1 to discuss the program to be presented and the actual presentation will be April 13 and April 14.

Mayor’s Report:  The Mayor reported that she has been attending many meetings.  Her next meeting is the Flint Hills Regional Council meeting to be held at the new Riley County Shops.
New Business:  Mayor Brown informed the Council of the Annual League of Kansas Municipalities meeting to be held in Wichita in October.  If anyone is interested in attending, please let the City Clerk know so she can make hotel reservations.
Mayor Brown mentioned that the floors at city hall needed to be waxed.  A city employee will be doing this in the near future as no other outside people were interested in doing so.

Greg Jensen reported that Larson Construction will be starting on the manhole repairs on February 28, 2011.

A motion was made by Councilor B. Hess seconded by Councilor D. Hess to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 7-0.

_____________________________
SHARON BROWN, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

KERRY BENSON, City Clerk
