Council Chambers

City Hall

February 2, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the two previous Public Utilities Commission meetings were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3313 and 3314 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” card from the family of Franklin Dodd, who recently passed away.  The City sent flowers for his services.  Mr. Dodd was the father of Councilmember Jordan.

John Haas, representing Ransom Consulting Services, appeared before the Council to explain why it is a good time to refinance the 2003 Electrical Revenue Bond.  Converting the Revenue Bond to a General Obligation Bond would save approximately $140,000.00 for the life of the bond.  Mr. Haas presented a schedule of the dates certain steps need to be taken to get the bond refinancing accomplished.  Council will review Resolution later to refinance.

Kristen Wright, representing CCCMS, appeared before the Council to ask permission for a 5K run in the City again this year.  The run is sponsored by a Positive Addictions program.  This program encourages positive/good habits and not bad ones (alcohol/smoking).  The 5K race will cross the State Highways in town four times.  At these highway crossings volunteers will be needed to control traffic.  Ms. Wright stated a Ft. Riley troop of soldiers have offered to help with the 5K race.  The event will be held on April 30, 2010.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to allow the 5K race in the City contingent upon the planned route is approved by KDOT.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for approval.

Resolution No. 1475, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO REFUND AND PRE-PAY THE CITY’S ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2003; TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE CITY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $2,825,000, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS THEREOF; AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE OF SUCH INTENTION IN THE MANNER REQUIRED BY LAW.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1475 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 2244, entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE LOAN AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS AND THE STATE OF KANSAS, ACTING BY AND THROUGH THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A LOAN FROM THE KANSAS PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY LOAN FUND FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING A PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY PROJECT; ESTABLISHING A DEDICATED SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR REPAYMENT OF SUCH LOAN; AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING CERTAIN DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN OTHER ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE LOAN AGREEMENT.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2244 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmembers voted “nay”.

A Proclamation was presented for adoption.  The Proclamation proclaims the week of February 14th thru 20th as Children of Alcoholics Awareness Week.  This Proclamation is to draw attention to children in homes of alcoholic parents.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, presented a report to the Council.  Ms Beatty informed the Council of the local Rotary Club’s plans to raise $175,000.00 for a new playground in Dexter Park.
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Committee reports were as follows:

Streets and Alleys-Committee recommends the purchase of a snow plow for the front of the Parks Department truck.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to purchase a snow plow for the Parks truck at a cost of $5,000.00.  The motion carried 5-1.  Councilmember D. Hess voted “nay”.

Committee will be working on City snow routes and revising the current plan.

Snow removal from sidewalks was discussed.  A new policy is being considered.  City is trying to get a “Snow Angel” program started.  This program would gather volunteers to shovel sidewalks for elderly and handicapped citizens.

There was a discussion in regard to the City code of having snow removed from sidewalks twenty-four hours after a snowfall.  Many residents do not think this is enough time.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to have the City Attorney write an Ordinance to change City code to forty-eight hours for snow removal.  The motion carried unanimously.

A permit has been prepared for persons wanting to do openings, excavation, sidewalk repairs and curb cuts.  Some of the fees were set at $5.00 and others $20.00.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to have all the above mentioned fees set at $20.00 and have the construction signage meet the MUTCD code.  This will need to be changed by an Ordinance.  The motion carried unanimously.

A discussion followed in regard to getting KDOT’s approval for events that involve crossing or using a State highway.

Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to have Kaw Valley Engineering to expand the study on drainage problems in the alleys between 4th and 5th Streets and between Lincoln Avenue and Dexter Street at a cost of $4,450.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

Councilmember D. Hess gave a demonstration how a bond could be paid back.  A bond now would allow for much needed street work.

City Property-Committee still looking for a place to build an Animal Shelter.  They may study a location on Street Department property.

Cemetery-It was announced that Cemetery Sexton, Ned McMahan, is retiring April 1, 2010.

Council has been informed that they are doing away with the NRP (Neighborhood Revitalization Program).  The Council discussed at length the pros and cons of the program.
Mayor Brown gave a report to the Council.  In her report she talked about a property tax issue with Keystone Pipeline and the State of Kansas.  The issue affects Clay County because the State has a ten year exemption of property taxes for the pipeline.  Counties are trying to remove Keystone Pipeline from the exemption.

Old Business-Gini Harold was contacted about coming to the Council Meeting to explain why the temporary wall around the building at 5th and Court should not be removed.  Last fall Ms. Harold stated it would be down by the end of the year.  Ms. Harold could not make it to the meeting but stated the wall should remain up due to stucco that has fallen from the building.  City will have building inspector, Jon Siemers, inspect the wall to determine if he thinks it can be removed.

Mayor Brown asked the Council again to let the City Clerk know if any of them can go to the League of Kansas Municipalities Conference in October.

The City will be sending Kent Hessling and Greg Jensen to the Kansas Rural Water Association Conference in Wichita, March 30th thru April 1.  The City can have one voting delegate and one voting alternate to the KRWA business meeting.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to appoint Kent Hessling a voting delegate and Greg Jensen as voting alternate delegate to the KRWA business meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Ms. Beatty announced that the next work session on February 16, 2010 will begin at 6:30 p.m.  There will be a one hour program concerning bonds.

Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                                                        Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                        City Clerk      
