Council Chambers

City Hall

February 16, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of January 2010 were presented.  Expenditures with balance of the budget for the month of January 2010 were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3315 and 3316 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess and seconded by Councilmember Meals.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” to the Council from the CCCHS FFA Chapter.  They were thanking Mayor Brown for judging an interview competition of several FFA chapters.

City Clerk read a letter from KDOT explaining why future highway projects may not be on schedule for a while.  The highway KLINK project for 2010 may be let for bid several months earlier than originally planned.
City Clerk read an invitation from local Scout troop to the Council to attend their annual Blue and Gold Banquet on February 21, 2010.  Boy Scouts are celebrating their 100th Anniversary this year.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented three Ordinances for action.

Ordinance No. 2245, “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR CHANGES IN CHAPTER 13, SREETS AND SIDEWALKS; AMENDING CHAPTER 13, ARTICLES 101, 203, 204 AND 401 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, REPEALING AND AMENDING SAID EXISTING SECTIONS, AS SET OUT HEREIN.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to adopt Ordinance No. 2245 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmembers voted “nay”.
Ordinance No. 2246, “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ADDITION OF SECTION 102b IN CHAPTER 14 OF THE CITY CODE, PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 195, PARAGRAPH (C) OF THE STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE INCORPORATED BY THE CITY IN AUGUST, 2009, PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE 2227; ADDING SECTION 102 OF CHAPER 14 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2246 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmembers voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2247, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $50,000 PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2010, OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS; PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AN ANNUAL TAX FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON SAID BONDS AS THEY BECOME DUE; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN OTHER DOCUMENTS AND ACTIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND MAKING CERTAIN COVENANTS WITH RESPECT THERETO.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Ordinance No. 2247 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmember voted “nay”.
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City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, gave a written report to the Council.  Special attention was given to the barricade wall on the Gini Harold building at 5th and Court.  Building inspector, Fire Chief Jon Siemers, inspected the building and recommends that the barricade wall remain due to the front wall of the building needs more repair work.

Ms. Beatty informed the Council that the Rotary Club’s plans for playground improvement in Dexter Park are still moving forward.  There will be a day of planning on February 22, 2010 with school children and other interested persons.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-Committee met with County Commissioner, Jerry Mayo, to discuss the future of the county-wide NRP Program.  City may study other types of incentives they could offer to replace the NRP incentives.

Committee met with Hutchinson/Mayrath executives to determine the continuation of a ten year tax abatement for equipment.  Hutchinson/Mayrath has two years left in the abatement program.  The committee voted themselves to continue the abatement and will ask the Council to vote.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to allow Hutchinson/Mayrath another year’s tax abatement on certain equipment.  The motion carried unanimously.
City Parks & Pool-Committee met and decided to donate $5,000.00 out of the Special Park and Recreation Fund to help with the Rotary Club’s playground project.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to give $5,000.00 to the Rotary Club as stated above.  The motion carried unanimously.

A new fee structure for pool admissions and hours of operation was presented to the Council for review.  The fees are for the 2010 year.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to approve the new pool admission fees and hours for 2010.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Property-The demolition of the GT building will begin soon.
Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve a permit for Durwin and Shirley Mall to build two storage units at 502 and 520 Pomeroy Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Airport-City needs to name a grant administrator for FFA grants.

Ad Hoc Recycling-City will start picking up glass for recycling on March 1, 2010.

Mayor Brown gave a report to the Council.

Old Business-There was a brief discussion about parking of police cars in front of the Law Enforcement Center for longer than the 48 maximum time limit.
New Business-Ms. Beatty received an estimate from Campbell and Johnson for engineering for a mill and overlay project on Bridge Street from 6th to 12th Streets and 12th Street from Bridge Street to Lincoln Avenue.  The Council will plan on issuing a bond for these improvements and engineering costs.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to move forward with these projects and approving a $43,751.50 engineering contract with Campbell and Johnson.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to go into an executive session for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel to protect the privacy of an identifiable individual, for the period of one hour, with Councilmembers, Mayor and City Attorney present and with the Public Utilities Commissioners and Public Utilities Superintendent as requested during this session.  Also to include a five minute intermission before the executive session.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an executive session.

The meeting reconvened after one hour.
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Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel to protect the privacy of an identifiable individual, for the period of twenty minutes, 

with Councilmembers, Mayor and City Attorney present and with the Public Utilities Commissioners and Public Utilities Superintendent as requested during the session.  The motion carried 6-2.  Councilmembers Fox and D. Hess voted “nay”. 

The meeting reconvened after twenty minutes.
Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to instruct City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, to do research so a policy can be created for the operation of the Public Utilities Commission.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk
