Council Chambers

City Hall

August 3, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  Sterling Meals, Jim Brown, Justin Begnoche, Steve Fox, Daton Hess, McKenna Porter, and Butch Hess present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3338 and 3339 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter.  Upon being to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

Kim Winn, representing the League of Kansas Municipalities, appeared before the Council.  Ms. Winn had presented a program during the work session before the Council meeting.  Ms. Winn gave the Council several steps that should be taken before the Council changes the type of council structure, including pass a charter ordinance, have public forums to see what the public wants and how the City would choose their Councilmembers.  Mayor Brown stated a change in government was not an item of discussion during a recent Envisioning program done by citizens of the City.  Lengthy discussion followed.  Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to have a four member committee appointed by the Mayor to get the steps moving to get the issue on the ballot.  The motion carried 4-3-1.  Councilmembers Fox, Porter and B. Hess voted “nay”.  Councilmember Baker joined the meeting during the discussion and therefore abstained.

Mayor Brown asked for volunteers to serve on the four member committee to study the steps to change the forum of government.  Those volunteering are Councilmembers Brown, Meals, D. Hess and Begnoche.
City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, presented an Electrical License application from Watson Electric from Salina, Kansas.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to approve the Watson Electric application.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Brown asked that due to some citizens in the audience that a building permit request made by Rollin Newell be presented now.  Mr. Newell has made application for a 32’ x 60’ garage behind his house at 1617 2nd Street.  Some neighbors have voiced concerns about the size of the building in their neighborhood.  Donna Long, a neighbor of Mr. Newells’ appeared before the Council to speak against this building.  Ms. Long presented several concerns about the building permit.  Mr. Newell appeared before the Council explaining why he wants to build the size of building, etc. vehicles, equipment, collection of tools and he is not planning any kind of business in the building.  Mr. Newell is also addressing the water that may run off of the property.  Mr. Charles Smith, city building inspector, appeared before the Council to state why he feels the permit should be approved because it meets the City code.  A discussion followed.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to table the approval of Mr. Newell’s building permit application until Councilmembers have a chance to view the property where the building will be built.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Brown voted “nay”.  Council will vote on building application at the next Council meeting.

City Attorney, Monte Green, substituting for Dustin Mullin, presented four Ordinances for approval.

Ordinance No. 2256, entitled “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ZONING IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, RE-ZONING CERTAIN PORTIONS OF LOTS 30 AND 31 OF MORGAN’S 2ND DIVISION, TO ZONE 1Ea, WAREHOUSES OR LIGHT MANUFACTURING, WITH AN ADDED RESTRICTION, PROHIBITING THE BULK STORAGE OF ANY HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, INCLUDING THE PARKING OF UNATTENDED TRAILERS LOADED WITH HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to adopt Ordinance No. 2256 as presented.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmembers Meals, Brown, Begnoche, Fox, Baker, Porter and B. Hess voted “yea” and Councilmember D. Hess voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2257, entitled “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AN INCREASE IN RATES FOR SEWER SERVICE IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS; AMENDING SECTION 15-446 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTION AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 
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2164.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to adopt Ordinance No. 2257 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Meals, Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Porter and B. Hess voted “yea” and no councilmembers voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2258, entitled “AN ORDINANCE INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE “UNIFORM PUBLIC OFFENSE CODE”, 26TH EDITION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING PUBLIC OFFENSES IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, DELETING CERTAIN SECTIONS FROM SAID UNIFORM PUBLIC OFFENSE CODE; AMENDING SECTIONS 11-101 AND 11-102 OF THE CODE OF SAID CITY AND REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTIONS AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2226.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Brown, to adopt Ordinance No. 2258 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Meals, Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Porter and B. Hess voted “yea” and no councilmembers voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2259, entitled “AN ORDINANCE INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE “STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE FOR KANSAS CITIES,” 38TH EDITION, WITH CERTAIN CHANGES, AMENDING SECTION 14-101 OF THE CODEE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS AND REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTION AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2227.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2259 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Meals, Brown, Begnoche, Fox, D. Hess, Baker, Porter and B. Hess voted “yea” and no councilmembers voted “nay”.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-The final proposed 2011 budget was given to Councilmembers for approval.  The proposed 2011 budget has a one half mill levy decrease.  Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to approve for public hearing the 2011 budget as handed out to the Council.  The motion carried unanimously.

Streets and Alleys-The crack sealer purchase that was approved at last meeting was ordered at about $15,000.00, less than was approved.  Street Department has looked into purchasing an oil distributor for chip and sealing of streets.  An oil distributor is very expensive.  Committee has visited with Clay County and they maybe could loan/rent their oil distributor to the City.

KDOT has informed the City that the Court Street bridge is not in good enough shape to be a detour for Highway #24 when the viaduct is replaced.

City Parks and Pool-Councilmembers Meals and Porter presented a program to the local Lions Club concerning a grant for playground equipment for young children.

Cemetery-Concerns about the grass and weeds in cemetery.  Also about spraying weeds.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to approve a permit for Farmway Coop for a steel bin and scale house at 4th and Pomeroy.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to approve a permit for R & B Investment LLC for a storage rental building at 909 W. Crawford.  The motion carried unanimously.

Airport-Committee met to discuss getting an engineer firm to work on airport projects for the next five years.  Committee agreed to let BWR do this.  The engineering agreement approved in 2005 with BWR is expiring this year.

Council took a five minute recess.  Reconvened after five minutes.

Mr. Green cautioned the Council to be careful how they may determine when to deny a building permit.

Ad Hoc Recycling Committee-City is now picking up e-waste for recycling.  E-waste is items less than 75 pounds that have an electrical cord attached or may be cordless.
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Mayor made a report of various items to the Council
Old Business-Mayor is working on an ad to advertise for a City Clerk.  She asked the Council if they are thinking about a city clerk/administrator position.  Council wants to keep duties separate.

New Business-Mayor announced that she is appointing Justin Begnoche to the Public Utilities Commission to replace Gary Griffiths.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Baker, to approve the appointment of Justin Begnoche to the Public Utilities Commission board.  Lengthy discussion followed.  The motion was defeated 4-3-1.  Councilmembers Fox, Baker and B. Hess voted “yea” and Councilmember Begnoche abstained.  If a Resolution is not adopted in 45 days indicating that Mr. Begnoche is unfit for the Public Utilities Commission board he will become a member of the board.

Moved by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                           ____________________________________

                                                                                                                    Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                    City Clerk
