Council Chambers

City Hall

April 6, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of March 2010 were presented.  Expenditures and Revenues with balance of the budget for the month of March 2010 were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3321 and 3322 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” card from the family of Jon Siemers.  Fire Chief Siemers recently died unexpectedly.

Mr. Wohler read part of a letter from the Arbor Day Foundation.  The letter congratulates the City for once again being a Tree City USA for 2009.  Clay Center has received a Tree City USA Award every year since it was awarded in 1978.

Mr. Wohler presented an alcoholic liquor license for renewal.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to renew a liquor license for KADS, LLC d/b/a Kidwell’s Retail Liquor at 111 S. 6th Street.  The motion carried unanimously.

Linda Sleichter, representing a group of persons holding a Farmers Market in Clay Center appeared before the Council.  Their usual farmers market is held on Saturday mornings on Fifth Street west of the Courthouse square from Mother’s Day weekend to October 31st from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  They would like to add a Wednesday night this year on the east side of Dexter Park from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (only) during the summer when there is a band concert.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to allow both Farmers Markets as requested.  The motion carried unanimously.
City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented several items for action.

Resolution No. 1480, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING, THE EXECUTION OF A TERMINATION AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE HYDRO POWER POOLING CONTRACT (SOUTHWESTERN POWER ADMINISTRATION PROJECT), DATED JANUARY 1, 1994, BETWEEN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, AND THE KANAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adopt Resolution No. 1480, as presented.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.

A Termination Agreement relating to Hydro Power Pooling contract (Southwestern Power Administration Project) between Kansas Municipal Energy Agency and City of Clay Center, Kansas was reviewed.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt the agreement as presented.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to proclaim the week of April 11-17, 2010 as National Library Week.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to proclaim the week of April 19-23, 2010 as National Work Zone Awareness Week.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Mullin informed the Council that appointed committees by the City are subject to the open meetings rules.  Therefore, when a committee of three persons has a meeting of just two persons this constitutes a quorum, subject to the open meeting law.  Mr. Mullin also stated that issues pertaining to non-elected city personnel (employees) can only be held in executive session either by Council or a committee.
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City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, handed out an Administrator report to the Council.

Councilmember B. Hess asked Ms. Beatty about the numerous false fire calls to the McKinley Apartments.  There were three false alarms this past weekend.  The Mayor is working with the Management of the McKinley Apartments to resolve the alarm problems.

Committee reports were as follows:

Fire Department-Committee has met with two (in house) fire department employees who have applied for the open Fire Chief position.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to have a five minute Executive Session to discuss non-elected personnel with the Mayor and City Attorney in attendance.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after five minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to appoint John Ihnen as new Clay Center Fire Chief.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Ihnen came before the Council and was given the Oath of Office as Fire Chief.

Streets and Alleys-Committee received three bids for the KLINK project on North Highway #15 for this summer.  The low bid was from Konza Construction at a cost of $197,732.80.  Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to accept the bid from Konza Construction for the 2010 KLINK project.  The motion carried unanimously.

Parks and Pool-Councilmember Meals expressed concerns about needed repairs in Reed’s Park.  Committee to meet and review the needed repairs.

Building Permits-Councilmember Meals moved and Councilmember Jordan, seconded to approve the following permits:


Kevin & Phyllis Harding for a 28’ x 56’ manufactured home at 723 Maple Street.


Bruce Dodds for a 12’ x 24’ carport at 511 Crawford Street.
The motion carried unanimously.

Airport-Cracks in runways need repairing.

Insurance-City has been notified that the new contract with Blue Cross/Blue Shield will be going up 6% beginning July 1, 2010.  A Blue Cross/Blue Shield representative will meet with Council and Public Utilities Insurance Committee members on April 8th.
Ad Hoc Recycling-City has been informed that the County is having a free dump week for all county residents beginning April 26th thru May 1, 2010.

Mayor Brown gave a report to the Council.

Mayor Brown made a comment to the Council in regard to an anonymous letter that has been sent to Councilmembers and various other business persons.  The letter talks about reported behavior of a city employee.  The letter writer did not sign the letter.  Mayor Brown stated that such letters and their content should be ignored and trashed immediately.

Old Business-There was a discussion about a proposed bond issue and what repairs/purchases should be included.  Council would like Bridge Street, 12th Street, Airport Road, Animal Shelter building, downtown alleys and north Ninth Street projects to be constructed with a bond.
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The plywood wall around the building at 5th and Court Streets was discussed again.  The wall has been in place for over two years while some building repair has taken place on the building.  Gini Harold, owner of the building has given several dates when the wall would be removed but those dates have passed.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to have the City Attorney send a letter to Ms. Harold informing her that the repairs to the building must be made and the wall removed by June 30, 2010.  If the wall is not gone by June 30, 2010 a nuisance citation will be issued.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.
Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to go into an Executive Session for ten minutes for the purpose of beginning negotiations for a land acquisition.  The motion carried unanimously and those present to include City Attorney, Mayor, City Administrator and City Clerk.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after ten minutes.

New Business-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to go into an Executive Session for twenty minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include City Attorney and Mayor.  Vote was a 4-4 tie.  Councilmember B. Hess, Jordan, Begnoche and Baker voted “nay”.  Mayor Brown voted “yea” to make the motion pass.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after twenty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to go into an Executive Session for fifteen minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include the City Attorney and Mayor.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.

The meeting reconvened after fifteen minutes.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to immediately terminate the employment of the City Administrator.  The motion failed 5-3.  Councilmembers Porter, Meals, and D. Hess voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor Brown handed out City Administrator evaluation forms to each of the Councilmembers to fill out.  Mayor Brown would like the evaluation forms turned back into her as soon as possible.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk   
