Council Chambers

City Hall

April 20, 2010

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers: McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3323 and 3324 were presented.  Moved to approve payment by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

Donna Long, representing Kid’s Café, a Harvester’s Program appeared before the Council.  Ms. Long shared last year’s free meal program, and the need for funding this year.  They are asking the City for a monetary gift of $3,200.00 and use of the shelter house in Huntress Park from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. starting June 1st thru August 6th, 2010, on Monday thru Friday.  There was no decision on the monetary funding at this time.  Councilmember Fox moved to allow the use of the shelter house as stated above with Councilmember Porter, seconding.  The motion carried unanimously.

Rosalind Jennings from Kansas Gas Service appeared before the Council to discuss the new franchise agreement.  Discussion followed on wholesale transportation fuel sources.  There were questions about insurance coverage and Kansas Gas Service will be getting in touch with our City Attorney in regard to this.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented a draft Resolution from Commercial Group for review.  The history of Commercial Group was discussed.  There was no action taken on this Resolution.

A Proclamation proclaiming April 30, 2010 as Arbor Day was presented.  This Proclamation urges all citizens to celebrate this day and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation.  The motion carried unanimously.

An Older American’s Month – May 2010 Proclamation was presented for adoption and urges the citizens of the community to honor and celebrate this special event.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Couoncilmember D. Hess, to adopt this Proclamation.  The motion carried 7-0-1.  Councilmember B. Hess abstained.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-A representative from Kansas Pride gave a program during the Council’s work session.  There will be no action taken to join now as we will wait to see what this Envisioning Grant provides us as a community.

City Parks & Pool-Rotary Club has asked to put up a funding gauge for the playground project in Dexter Park that shows the amount of money that has been raised so far.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to allow this sign gauge in Dexter Park.  The motion carried unanimously.

A report was given on the Reed’s Park meeting.  Discussion followed that equipment is needed at Reed’s Park and Tiger Terrace and Council feels we need to have better Parks.

The Pool will be opening Memorial Day, May 31, 2010.  Work is being done to have the Pool ready by this date.  Getting new pool supplies and wiring is necessary for microwave and freezer.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to have the pool house wired as stated above and purchasing necessary supplies at an estimated cost of $1,000.00.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to give $3,200.00 to Kid’s Café out of the Special Park and Recreation Fund.  Vote was a 4-4 tie.  Councilmembers Meals, Jordan, Fox and Baker voted “nay”.  Mayor Brown voted “yea” to make the motion pass.
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City Property-Bids on the Park land properties was discussed.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember Jordan to accept the bid of $4,000.00 for the parcel of land at 920 14th Street from Pat and Bobbie Cyr.  The motion carried unanimously.
Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to accept the bid of $100.00 for 750 Arthur Street from Tracy Myers.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to accept the bid of $1,030.00 from Mike Derousseau for 2430 7th Street.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Porter voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to accept the bid of $1,567.23 for 1405 Huntress Street from Daton Hess.  The motion carried 7-0-1.  Councilmember D. Hess abstained.

Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to accept the bid of $500.00 from Joe R. Beck for 1311 Huntress Street.  The motion carried 7-0-1.  Councilmember D. Hess abstained.
Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to put the money from these land sales into the Special Park and Recreation Fund to be designated for Reed’s Park and Tiger Terrace Park.  The motion carried unanimously.

Insurance-Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to accept the new Blue Cross/Blue Shield contract beginning July 1, 2010 at an overall increase of 6%.  The motion carried 7-0-1.  Councilmember D. Hess abstained.
There will be a free dump week for all county residents beginning April 26th thru May 1, 2010 as stated in our April 6th Council Meeting.

Mayor’s Report-Mayor outlined the Envisioning meetings and expressed hope that this would lead to coming up with an economic development plan for Clay Center.
Old Business-Information sheets were presented on the solid waste fees and discussion followed.  A decision will be made at the May 4, 2010 meeting, in regard to raising rates.  

Codes enforcer and enforcement plus animal control and building inspector was discussed.  Direction has been given for a codes enforcer and enforcement plus animal control officer at this time.

New Business-Heartland Works is offering summer jobs for youths, ages 14-24 and the City can apply for this if funding is provided and they believe it will be.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess to look into this program more.  The motion carried unanimously.
Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess to go into an Executive Session for thirty minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include City Administrator, City Attorney, and Mayor after a five minute break.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an Executive Session after the five minute break.

The meeting reconvened after thirty minutes.  

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Jordan to go into an Executive Session for twenty minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include City Attorney and Mayor.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into a twenty minute Executive Session.

The meeting reconvened after twenty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember Meals to go into an Executive Session for five minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include City Attorney and Mayor.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into a five minute Executive Session.
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The meeting reconvened after five minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to go into an Executive Session for fifteen minutes to discuss land acquisition and those present to include City Attorney, Mayor, City Administrator and City Clerk.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an Executive Session for fifteen minutes.

The meeting reconvened after fifteen minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember Porter to go into an Executive Session for thirty minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include City Attorney and Mayor.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an Executive Session for thirty minutes.

The meeting reconvened after thirty minutes.

Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to go into an Executive Session for twenty minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and those present to include Mayor, City Attorney and City Administrator.  The motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember B. Hess voted “nay”.  The meeting went into an Executive Session for twenty minutes.

The meeting reconvened after twenty minutes.

The Open Meeting rules were again discussed by the City Attorney.

Councilmember Jordan read a letter of resignation from her Council position, effective April 30, 2010.  She will be moving from Clay Center.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to accept Councilmember Jordan’s resignation as stated above.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                                                        Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                        City Clerk
