Council Chambers

City Hall

June 2, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3279 and 3280, allowing claims which had been checked by the Council, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

Dustin Mullin, filling in for City Attorney Michael Ryan, presented two items for action.

A Proclamation proclaiming the month of May as Mental Health Month was presented for adoption.  The Proclamation has been presented by Pawnee Mental Health Services.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt the above mentioned Proclamation as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

A request has been made for an exemption to keep cattle at the fairgrounds from June thru October.  The cattle (up to 20) are used for practice roping and will be removed by November 1, 2009.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, that an exemption be given for the cattle at the fairgrounds.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, presented a 2009 Plumbing License application for Bob’s Plumbing of Manhattan, Kansas.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve the plumbing license as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
Jerry Mayo, representing downtown business owners, appeared before the Council with concerns about lost parking stalls in the business district.  The City Street crew had recently begun restriping the parking at a more slanted angle which made for a loss of parking stalls.  Information about the parking was handed out to each Councilmember.  The business owners want to work with the City to add more parking stalls downtown.  It was agreed that the Streets and Alleys Committee would work with business owners to present a new plan for striping the downtown parking.

Committee reports were as follows:

City Administrator-New City Administrator Cheryl Beatty, gave each Councilmember a report of what is happening in each department.  This is a report the Council will be receiving regularly.
Ways and Means-The Council recessed for fifteen minutes so a tour of City Hall could be taken of the entire building.  The tour was designed to study the need for replacing or possibly remodeling the building.  The Public Utilities Commission would like to move out of City Hall into a building of their own.  This is not currently allowed by city code.  After the tour, it was stated that more planning of options needs to be done.

The meeting reconvened.

City Park and Pool-Pool committee will need to hire more employees with WSI (Water Safety Instruction) certifications.  The cost of the manuals have gone up to $53.00 each.  The committee is requesting that the City pay $28.00 for up to eighteen employees who will be taking the training.  Moved by Councilmember Baker, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to pay $28.00 for eighteen WSI manuals.  The motion carried unanimously.

Lights, Water and Sewer-The weir at the WasteWater Plant that originally was going to be replaced is now going to be repaired.  This will save approximately $15,000.00.
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Mayor Brown gave a report of a trip she recently took to Ft. Irving, California.  Mayor Brown was invited by the 4th Calvary along with some other officials to observe training in the desert.  The purpose of the trip for Mayor Brown and about twenty other regional leaders was to show how the soldiers living in our communities train for war at the National Training Center.
Mayor Brown handed out some information about the number of military families and students in Clay Center.

New Business-There has been some interest shown by someone to build a warehouse in the Airport Industrial Park.

A request has been made by Bruce Dodds to use the Band Shell in Dexter Park for a musical jam session the afternoon of June 7th.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to grant the request from Bruce Dodds.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                                  ________________________________

                                                                                                                           Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                           City Clerk
