Council Chambers

City Hall

June 16, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.
Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Municipal Judge’s receipts for the month of May were $6,678.50.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3281 and 3282, allowing claims which had been checked by the Council, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.
City Clerk read two “Thank You’s” to the Council:


The family of Bill Logan for flowers sent to Mr. Logan’s memorial service.  Mr. Logan was a former Mayor 


of the City.


An E-mail from Jerry Mayo stating his thanks for working with the Council to solve the downtown 


parking issue.

City Attorney, Michael Ryan, presented two information items.

There will be a Public Hearing on July 7, 2009 in the City Hall Council Room at 4:00 p.m. to hear comments in regard to rezoning property at 2223 6th Street.  Clay County Medical Center has purchased the property and wants to put administrative offices in the house.  The property is zoned residential and they want to change it to business 1A.

Mr. Ryan stated a hearing date set for the date (June 16th) for persons with notices of condemned houses should actually be held on July 7, 2009.  No one appeared at this meeting to state why their property should not be condemned.

Jami Williams, Economic Development Director, appeared before the Council.  Ms. Williams introduced Darren and Daymian Reed to the Council.  Darren and Damien spoke to the Council about leasing approximately three acres of land in the Airport Industrial Park.  They have purchased the Pioneer seed business in Clay Center and would like a new facility to warehouse seed.  Their Company is known as Reed Seed Sales.  They also sell crop insurance, chemicals and do seed treating.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to allow Reed Seed Sales to lease land in the Airport Industrial Park.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, discussed and presented several items for the Council to consider.

Ms. Beatty informed the Council about funds available through Community Development Block Grant with funding they are getting from the Recovery Act Funds.  The monies can be used for housing rehabilitation for limited clientele.  A Public Hearing will need to be held and a Resolution passed to make application for the CDBG grant.  The City will be asking for approximately $471,000.00 in project costs.  A Public Hearing is set for 4:30 p.m. on June 23rd in City Hall.

Resolution No. 1451, entitled “RESOLUTION CERTIFYING LEGAL AUTHORITY AND AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR THE CDBG-R FROM THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1451.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Beatty reported that all the bills for Spellman Circle Development have recently been turned in.

Ms. Beatty presented a new guide for street striping downtown.  City officials and some downtown merchants met earlier to discuss the problems with the current downtown striping.  The main concern was loss of parking stalls.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt the downtown striping recommendation as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
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Ms. Beatty passed out an amendment to the Airport Layout Plan.  The amendment removes the east/west cross wind runway from future consideration.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to accept the amendment to the Airport Layout Plan and authorize Mayor Brown to sign the plans for FAA and return to them.  The motion carried unanimously.

Council discussed with Ms. Beatty the cost of demolition of the GT building.  The current estimate is $100,000.00 without a place to get rid of it.  The Council agrees the City should get assistance from entities and then borrow funds to move forward with demolition.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-The Committee will be meeting with the Public Utilities Commission to discuss the need for additional office space.

Streets and Alleys-The new trash truck is here and in use.  The City needs to get rid of the old truck.  A few more attempts were made to sell the old truck for more than what has been offered but without success.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to sell the old trash truck to Ken Hitch, d/b/a Tri-County Waste of Wamego, Kansas, for $38,000.00.  This is $7,000.00 over the trade in offer that was made to the City.  The motion carried unanimously.

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve the following building permits:


Russell Schaefer for a 20’ x 30’ carport at 221 West Court Street.


Loretta Miles for an 18’ x 20’ addition to house at 1615 Carolyn Avenue.


Cindy Goodman for a 14’ x 16’ porch enclosure at 734 Lincoln Avenue.

The motion carried unanimously.

Emergency Preparedness-Arrangements have been made to use Lincoln Elementary School building for a storm shelter for events held at the Fairgrounds.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk   
