Council Chambers

City Hall

July 7, 2009

7:30 P.M.

At 7:30 p.m. a Public Hearing was held in regard to why buildings at 812 5th Street, 423 Blunt Street, 311 Huntress Street, and 416 7th Street should not be condemned.  Anyone speaking about any of the buildings should speak to the Council.  Gloria Gerardy, appearing for Jeff Young, owner of the building at 812 5th Street, handed out information of what is planned to repair the building.  If all repairs were made as stated the building would meet city safety codes.  There was not a date on the information handed out when repairs would be made.  Public Officer, Jon Siemers, informed the Council that all four buildings should be condemned now so Resolutions can be passed to give owners 60 days to make repairs.  No one else appeared before the Council.  The Public Hearing was closed.
Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, and Daton Hess present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of June 2009 were presented.  Expenditures and Revenues with balance of the budget for the month of June 2009 were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3283, 3284 and 3285, allowing claims which had been checked by the Council, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.
City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” from the Clay Center Tigersharks swim team for the donation to them.  The Clay Center Public Recreation budgets $600.00 to go to the Tigersharks.
City Attorney, Dustin Mullin substituting for Michael Ryan, presented several Ordinances and Resolutions to be acted upon.

A Planning Commission Public Hearing had been held at 4:00 p.m. today, July 7, 2009, to listen to public comments concerning a rezoning request for property at 2223 6th Street.  There was only one resident to appear before the Commission to voice concerns about the re-zoning.  The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend the rezoning request of 2223 6th Street from residential to 1A (office space) and would like City Council to do the same.

Ordinance No. 2223, entitled “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ZONING IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, RE-ZONING LOTS 1,2,3,4 AND THE NORTH HALF OF LOT 5 IN BLOCK TWO OF KASPARS’ SUB-DIVISION OF BLOCK SIX OF C.M. ANTHONY’S SECOND ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, TO ZONE 1A, BUSINESS, OFFICE SPACE, AS DEFINED BY SECTION 16-201 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Ordinance No. 2223 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, and D. Hess voted “yea” and no Councilmembers voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2224, entitled “AN ORDINANCE LEVYING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS ON CERTAIN LOTS AND PARCELS OF GROUND IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, TO PAY THE COSTS OF IMPROVING CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT SUBDIVISION WITH CURB, GUTTERING, PAVING AND UTILITIES, DESIGNATED AS IMPROVEMENT PROJECT A-2008.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2224 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche and D. Hess voted “yea” and no Councilmembers voted “nay”.

Resolution No. 1452, entitled “A RESOLUTION STATING THE CONDITION OF THE STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 416 7TH STREET, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED BELOW, IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, CLAY COUNTY, KANSAS, ARE UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THAT ALL STRUCTURES BE (REPAIRED OR REMOVED) AND SAID PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.” was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1452 as presented with the exception that Optional 6 language be removed.  The motion carried unanimously.
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Resolution No. 1453, entitled “A RESOLUTION STATING THE CONDITION OF THE STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 311 HUNTRESS, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED BELOW, IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, CLAY COUNTY, KANSAS, ARE UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THAT ALL STRUCTURES BE (REPAIRED OR REMOVED) AND SAID PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1453 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution No. 1454, entitled “A RESOLUTION STATING THE CONDITION OF THE STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 423 BLUNT STREET, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED BELOW, IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, CLAY COUNTY, KANSAS, ARE UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THAT ALL STRUCTURES BE (REPAIRED OR REMOVED) AND SAID PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1454 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
Resolution No. 1455, entitled “A RESOLUTION STATING THE CONDITION OF THE STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 812 5TH STREET, AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED BELOW, IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, CLAY COUNTY, KANSAS, ARE UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THAT ALL STRUCTURES BE (REPAIRED OR REMOVED) AND SAID PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Resolution No. 1455 as presented with the exception that Optional 6 language be removed.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, gave a report on city issues as follows:

The GT Building demolition bid does not include hauling of the debris.  It may be cheaper to bury the building in Dexter Park next to the building.

Ms. Beatty has received a request for some EDG incentive funding to help with repairs to downtown buildings.  City Resolution No. 1343 list several incentive options available to qualified businesses.  The Resolution does not state what constitutes a qualified business.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to table this request until we receive further information.  The motion carried unanimously.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to have City Administrator, EDG Director and County Commission to develop a new incentive policy for the City and make it fit with the County.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Fire Department has had an ice machine that they used and other departments use from time to time.  The machine has quit and they would like to replace it with a bigger machine so every department can get ice from the Fire Department.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to purchase a bigger ice machine at a cost of $3,321.60 to be paid out of the Street, Bldg. Machine Reserve fund.  The motion carried unanimously.

Committee reports were as follows:

Ways and Means-At 7:00 p.m. before the Council Meeting, Richard Jankovich, appeared before the Council to ask for funding to help with Airline services out of the Manhattan Airport.  Mr. Jankovich is representing the Chamber of Commerce Airport Committee to visit with area cities and counties to help with marketing and guarantees for the airline.  A new airline service is scheduled to begin in August with flights out of Manhattan to the Dallas – Ft. Worth Airport.  From Dallas – Ft. Worth a person can fly to many US and foreign destinations.  Mr. Jankovich showed an estimated cost share for all cities and counties for a three year period which includes marketing and guarantees.  The guaranteed money could be returned if enough passengers use the new air service.  The total cost proposed to our city is 2009 - $1,778.00, 2010 - 4,839.00 and 2011 - $4,049.00.  The total guarantee money that could be returned is $5, 925.00.  

Ways and Means committee will have a committee meeting with EDG and County Commissioners on this issue.
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Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to approve the following permits:  


Pizza Hut at 638 W. Crawford for a 10’ x 11’ freezer unit.


Peter Johnson at 824 Blunt Street for a 24’ x 30’ metal building.

The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business-Some Councilmembers would like to see the inside of the old GT building.  A time for a tour will be arranged.
A discussion in regard to keeping yards mowed was held.

New Business-Mayor Brown has received a request from Kristen Wright to close a portion of Eisenhower Drive for a block party from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. on July 31, 2009.  The closed portion would be from Kennedy Drive to Truman Circle.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to grant the above request.  The motion carried unanimously.
Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to go into an Executive Session for five minutes to discuss a personnel issue and the City Attorney, City Administrator and Mayor be present.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting went into an Executive Session.

The regular meeting reconvened after five minutes.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                                                        Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                        City Clerk

