Council Chambers

City Hall

July 21, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Municipal Judge’s receipts for the month of June were $8,822.00.

Appropriation Ordinances Nos. 3286 and 3287, allowing claims which had been checked by the Council, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.

City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” from the family of Leeland Crawford.  Leeland recently passed away.  He is the father of street department employee, Bobby Crawford.

Dustin Mullin, representing City Attorney, Michael Ryan, was present at the meeting.

City Clerk and City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, presented a preliminary draft of the 2010 budget to the Council.  The current draft proposes a 2.289 mill levy increase in the taxes of which 2.27 is for the Library.  The Ways and Means Committee has met with members of the Library board to discuss their request for more funding.  The Library board needs more funding so they can do more of their own maintenance.  Ms. Beatty informed the Council of a meeting with the Public Utilities Commission asking them for more monies in a form of franchise fees.  A proposed amount of $97,000.00 from electric fund and $30,000.00 from the water fund was talked about.  If the Public Utilities Commission pays these kinds of fees they would like it to be a pass thru to their customers.  Ms. Beatty needs the Council to direct her in negotiations with the Public Utilities Commission.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to not allow the Public Utilities Commission to pass the additional fees, 3% on gross kilowatt hours, to utility customers.  The motion carried 6-1.  Councilmember D. Hess voted “nay”.

Andy Contreras, Chamber of Commerce Director, appeared before the Council.  Mr. Contreras gave a report of activities the Chamber has been doing the past year and what they are planning for in the future.  The number of Chamber of Commerce members has increased during the last year.  Mr. Contreras is requesting the City pay $2,000.00 again this year for our membership.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to pay the $2,000.00 dues for the 2009-2010 year.  The motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, gave a report on several issues.

A request was made to make the intersection at 5th and Grant Avenue a 4-way stop sign intersection.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to have the City Attorney draft the proper documents to install the additional stop signs.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Center Heights sub-division is beginning to move ahead with plans toward development.

Committee reports were as follows:

Laws & Ordinance-There should be an Ordinance presented at the next Council Meeting to annex the Airport property.  
Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve the following permits:

Chris Cox for two lean-tos on a building at 301 W. Lincoln Avenue.

Nick Delp for a garage and walk way at 1318 Sherman Street.


Jerry Rothfuss for a patio cover at 1204 Roe Drive.

The motion carried unanimously.
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Public Recreation Advisory-The Public Recreation Commission held a Public Hearing at 6:45 p.m. this evening, July 21st to hear comments concerning the proposed 2010 Budget.  Hearing no comments the Public Recreation adopted their 2010 Budget and presented signed copies to the City for filing.

New Business-Councilmember Begnoche attended a North Central Regional Planning Commission in Beloit representing Mayor Brown who could not go.  Councilmember Begnoche reported that NCRPC is setting up a new corporation called the Alliance for Rural Housing.  The Alliance is made up of seventeen counties.  This will be a vehicle to apply for state funds for housing revitalization.  More information will be coming later concerning what kinds of housing needs will be targeted.  The goal is to have more affordable housing available.  Mayor Brown was elected Treasurer at the Organizational Meeting.
Mayor Brown reported that there was a meeting to start the process of building a new swimming pool.  Mayor Brown asked the Council if she should move forward with the idea.  Council agreed the process should be studied further.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                                        _____________________________

                                                                                                                                 Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                                 City Clerk 
