Council Chambers

City Hall

August 4, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting were presented and approved by the Council.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Cash balances for the month of July 2009 were presented.  Expenditures with balance of the budget for the month of July 2009 were presented.

Municipal Judge’s receipts for the month of July were $6,432.50.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3288 and 3289, for claims, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  The motion carried unanimously.
City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, read a “Thank You” from the Clay County Medical Center.  They had asked for stepped up traffic control on Liberty Street in front of the Hospital where there is a posted 20 mph. speed limit.  Police have patrolled the area more frequently to help reduce the speed of traffic and make the area safer for pedestrian traffic.

Mr. Wohler reviewed the 2010 proposed budget with the Council.  The six Ad Valorem tax supported funds were reviewed individually.  The total 2010 mill levy request is for 55.846 mills.  This is an increase of 2.289 mills from last year made up mostly of a 2.27 mill increase for the Library.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to publish the preliminary proposed budget and hold a Public Hearing on August 18, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall.  The motion carried unanimously.
Police Officer, Marc Henry, appeared before the Council to give an update on the drug dog for the Police Department would be good for making more drug arrests in the City.  The County Sheriff’s Department has a drug dog but is not always available when City Police need one.  Officer Henry has purchased a drug dog for $3,000.00 but would like the City to help with the Veterinarian bills if needed.  A drug dog would also increase the Law Enforcement insurance for the City by $1,000.00.  Officer Henry would like the City to pay his wages while attending training schools with the dog.  An Officer must be certified with the dog to do searches with the dog.  A discussion was held concerning how much the City should pay in veterinarian and food bills for the dog.  How dogs are used in enforcement was also discussed.

Gini Harold, owner of two downtown properties, appeared before the Council.  Ms. Harold made a request to use the City’s incentives to help her remodel buildings at 501 Court Street and 403 Lincoln Avenue.  The buildings will each have extensive renovations and $1,000.00 each in incentives would help with new utility services.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to give Gini Harold $2,000.00 as incentives to renovate the two buildings as mentioned above.  The motion carried unanimously.

Lori Neumayer, owner of property at the west end of Blunt Street, appeared before the Council.  Ms. Neumayer would like to fence some property at the west end of Blunt Street that is in the City.  Ms. Neumayer owns property outside the City limits at the end of Blunt Street and a fence that has been there for years includes some city property inside the fence, albeit a small amount.  Ms. Neumayer would like to include the city property inside her fence the way it was or have the City de-annex and vacate the property and let her have it.  This would be agreeable with the neighboring property owner.  Council would like to study the issue further.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to meet at the west end of Blunt Street at 7:00 p.m. on August 18th to review the property in question and also have neighbor Mrs. Knox, City Attorney, City Administrator, Mayor and Police Chief Bill Robinson, present.  Motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Porter voted “nay”.

City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented a Resolution and an Ordinance for approval.
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Resolution No. 1456, entitled “A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INTERSECTION OF 5TH AND GRANT STREETS TO BE CONTROLLED BY A 4-WAY STOP SIGN, IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Resolution No. 1456 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Ordinance No. 2225, entitled “AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING, ADDING TO AND MAKE A PART OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER AND THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION ONE, TOWNSHIP EIGHT SOUTH, RANGE TWO, ALL SITUATED IN CLAY COUNTY, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adopt Ordinance No. 2225, as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no councilmember voted “nay”.
City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, presented a KDOT agreement for review.  The agreement asks for use of city property at Huntress Park so a new viaduct can be built in the future.  Council had some concerns about parking in and along the detour route of Highway #24.  The agreement will be reviewed again to address the concerns of the Council about parking.

Ms. Beatty presented a copy of design standards for city streets.  BWR sent the City a draft set of standards similar to the City of Salina standards.  The City is getting a set of standards adopted so the Center Heights sub-division will know what standards they need to go by.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt the street design standards as presented and make changes later.  Changes now would make cul-de-sacs be at least 60’ in diameter and accept no less than what fire code standards require for streets.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Beatty presented a bid proposal for a new computer for the Court Service office.  The current computer is old and some files will not open.  The quote is from Central Office Service and Supply at a total cost of $1,118.00.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to purchase a new computer for the Court Service officer.  The motion carried unanimously.

Committee reports were as follows:

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve the following permits:


Patrick & Melissa Underwood to renovate a house at 1205 Clay Street.


Lanny Crawford to enclose a lean to at 933 Grant Avenue.


Virgil J. Lloyd Jr. for a 24’ x 40’ building at 1423 Lincoln Avenue.

The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business-Council discussed the drug dog presentation by Marc Henry made earlier in the meeting.  Council believes it is a good idea to have a drug dog and appreciated Officer Henry’s willingness to purchase the dog.  The discussion is how much the City should be willing to pay for care of the dog annually.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Begnoche, to pay veterinarian bills for the drug dog if injured in the line of duty up to $1,000.00 per year.  The motion was defeated 6-2.  Councilmembers B. Hess and Meals voted “yea”.

Moved by Councilmember D. Hess, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to set a limit of $2,000.00 per year in veterinarian bills for the drug dog for injuries received in the line of duty and also pay additionally for vaccinations necessary.  Motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember Begnoche voted “nay”.

Mayor Brown asked that each Councilmember present her with two names of persons willing to volunteer on a municipal swimming pool replacement committee.
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New Business-Mayor Brown announced that on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. there will be a rededication of the Fourth Cavalry flag in the Courthouse lawn.  After the dedication there will be a hanging in City Hall of the old Cavalry flag that flew over Iraq when the Fourth Cavalry was on duty there.  Mayor Brown would like permission to hang the old flag, now framed, in the Council chambers.  Moved by Councilmember Begnoche, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to allow the flag to be hung in the Council Room.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Brown announced that City Councilmembers are invited to a picnic on August 11, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in Utility Park.  The Fourth Cavalry is also invited to attend and have stated they are planning 725 people to attend.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk
