Council Chambers

City Hall

August 18, 2009

7:30 P.M.

Council met in regular session with Mayor Sharon Brown presiding and roll call showing Councilmembers:  McKenna Porter, Butch Hess, Sterling Meals, Connie Jordan, Steve Fox, Justin Begnoche, Daton Hess and Rhys Baker present.

A Public Hearing was held to hear comments to the proposed 2010 budget.  The budget and notice of hearing was published in the Clay Center Dispatch on August 6, 2009.  The budget for 2010 will have a 2.259 mill increase over the 2009 budget.  Two persons appeared before the Council with comments about the budget.  Jami Williams, Economic Development Director, appeared before the Council with concerns about funding to demolish the GT building.  Anthony Meals, appeared before the Council with concerns about the budget and the future of Clay Center.  The Public Hearing was closed at 7:55 p.m.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Copies of the minutes of the previous Public Utilities Commission meeting were presented.

Appropriation Ordinance Nos. 3290 and 3291, allowing claims, which had reviewed by the Council, were presented.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, that these Ordinances be approved for payment.  Upon being put to a vote by roll call the motion carried by a unanimous vote of all Councilmembers present.
City Clerk, Calvin Wohler, presented an Electrical license for Linder Electric of Enterprise, Kansas.  The application has been reviewed by the Electrical Board.  Moved by Councilmember Porter, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to approve the electrical license for Linder Electric.  The motion carried unanimously.

Jayson Hood and Marc Woodruff representing Woods & Durham Chartered, presented the 2008 Audit Report to the Council.  A brief overview of the audit was given by the auditors.  The auditors also reviewed a management letter with the Council.
City Attorney, Dustin Mullin, presented two ordinances for approval.

Ordinance No. 2226, entitled “AN ORDINANCE INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE “UNIFORM PUBLIC OFFENSE CODE”, 25TH EDITION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING PUBLIC OFFENSES IN THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS, DELETING CERTAIN SECTIONS FROM SAID UNIFORM PUBLIC OFFENSE CODE; AMENDING SECTIONS 11-101 AND 11-102 OF THE CODE OF SAID CITY AND REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTIONS AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2217.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adopt Ordinance No. 2226 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmembers voted “nay”.

Ordinance No. 2227, entitled “AN ORDINANCE INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE “STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE FOR KANSAS CITIES,” 37TH EDITION, WITH CERTAIN CHANGES, AMENDING SECTION 14-101 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS AND REPEALING SAID EXISTING SECTION AND REPEALING ORDINANCE #2218.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adopt Ordinance No. 2227, as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no Councilmember voted “nay”.
City Administrator, Cheryl Beatty, gave information to the Council about:


Meeting and Agenda procedures


2009 Pool Review


2008 Audit observations

Committee reports were as follows:

Building Permits-Moved by Councilmember Meals, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to approve a permit for Brad Dieckmann, d/b/a Clay Center Locker Plant, for a 13’ x 45’ addition to his building at 212 6th Street.  The motion carried unanimously.
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Mayor Brown gave a report of activities she has been involved with since the last Council meeting.

Old Business-A discussion was held about changing agenda procedures.  Council tabled the issue.

There was a brief discussion about the Mayor’s salary.

New Business-Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember B. Hess, to adopt the 2010 budget as presented during the budget hearing.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 2228, entitled “AN ORDINANCE ATTESTING TO THE POSSIBLE INCREASE IN TAXES LEVIED FOR BUDGET YEAR 2010 NECESSARY TO FINANCE PUBLIC SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF CLAY CENTER, KANSAS.”, was read and considered by sections.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to adopt Ordinance No. 2228 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Porter, B. Hess, Meals, Jordan, Fox, Begnoche, D. Hess and Baker voted “yea” and no councilmember voted “nay”.

Moved by Councilmember Jordan, seconded by Councilmember Meals, to approve the 2008 Audit Report given earlier by Mr. Hood and Mr. Woodruff.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Beatty informed the Council that the agricultural land lease at the Airport expires on December 31, 2009.  She asked the Council for direction to either renew at current rate or higher or have a cash/rent auction for a new five year lease.   Don Martin  is  the  current  lessee  and  pays  $10,000.00  per  year  for  the  approximately  100 acres of farm
ground.  Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember D. Hess, to have an auction for the airport farm ground.  Motion was defeated 5-3.  Councilmembers B. Hess, Begnoche, and D. Hess voted “yea”.

Moved by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Jordan, to negotiate with current lessee to see if he is willing to renew without going to auction, which would save the City some money.  Motion carried 7-1.  Councilmember D. Hess voted “nay”.

Mayor Brown asked that Councilmembers that are planning to attend the League of Kansas Municipalities Conference in October to let the City Clerk know this week.

Public Utilities Superintendent, Bill Callaway, would like to set some one hour sessions with the Council to inform them about how they operate.  A discussion was held about when to do this.  The Council agreed to have three one hour sessions from 6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. before the next three regular Council meetings.

Moved by Councilmember B. Hess, seconded by Councilmember Porter, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.

SEAL                                                                                                              __________________________________

                                                                                                                       Calvin Wohler

                                                                                                                       City Clerk

